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Protecting tomorrow.
Today.
Our province is blessed with stunning landscapes and a rich diversity of 
flora and fauna, a natural legacy we all treasure and share. But climate 
change and rapid loss of biodiversity around the world put that legacy 
at risk. Every day, many natural areas are irreversibly damaged or 
destroyed, and irreplaceable parts of the nature we love are lost.

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust is the only land trust focused exclusively 
on protecting the most ecologically important and vulnerable places 
throughout the province of Nova Scotia.

Since 1994, we have used a strategic, science-driven approach to 
identify and protect the most threatened, unique and significant 
natural areas. Together with landowners, local communities, other 
conservation organizations, and government we save and steward wild 
places. We commit to protecting these special places forever.

With a proven record of success, our conservation lands provide a 
network of spectacular wild places we can learn about, explore and 
enjoy—now and always.



                        
was bigger this year than ever. 
Like the karst terrain underlying 
Plaister Cliffs, the ground is 
shifting beneath our feet. 
The spotlight on nature and 
conservation that catapulted us 
forward over the past decade 
has shifted onto new priorities, 
and it’s up to us to keep up the 
momentum — with your support.
 
Thankfully, you didn’t miss a beat. 
There are wild spaces that now 
have a future because people like 
you chose to act. 

We see the impacts of biodiversity 
loss and climate change all around 
us. Wildfires, floods, and storms 
arrive with alarming regularity. 
Habitats disappearing. Landscapes 
fragmented. Wildlife at risk. 

Yet there is also hope. Land 
conservation works. These places 
are protected today because you 
chose not to look away, not to 
lose hope. Because landowners, 
communities, volunteers and 
supporters stepped up. 

As we marked thirty years of the 
Nature Trust we also launched a 
new vision for the future: to keep 
Nova Scotia’s most ecologically 
important, most special, and most 
threatened natural areas In Our 
Nature, forever.

The context around us may shift, 
but the need for conservation 
does not. Nature still needs us to 
move faster, to save more land, 
to work together in creative new 
ways. We’re so heartened to see 

more and more people 
discovering how much nature 
matters, and believing that nature 
conservation works. 

Because it does. Protected land is 
hope made permanent. 

It is a promise to future 
generations that these wild spaces 
and all the life that depends on 
them will be in our nature, forever. 

We are so grateful that you stand 
with us, passionate, committed, 
and ready to act. Because it’s in 
our nature to care. And it’s in our 
nature to protect the wild places 
we love.

Your impact
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Because of you,
another 5,782 acres
are now protected.
Thanks to you, 17 properties were added this year to the network of 
conservation lands in our care. Guided by state-of-the-art conservation 
science, our focus is keeping Nova Scotia’s most ecologically significant 
and vulnerable places in our nature, forever. Coordinating our efforts 
with other land trusts and Mi’kmaw and government partners also 
ensures that we maximize our impact.  

We target priority lands within focus areas critical to fostering 
biodiversity, landscape connectivity, and nature-based solutions to 
climate change. Given the amount of land held privately in Nova Scotia, 
working with landowners is key. Through outreach and education, 
the Nature Trust offers landowners the ability to protect their land by 
voluntary stewardship or permanent conservation through donation, 
sale, easement, or bequest. 

With the support of these landowners and donors like you, we are 
honoured to report that another 5,782 acres are now protected forever. 

On behalf of all the nature saved, 
thank you! ST
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PROPERTIES FOR SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN

INSECTS                                       18

BIRDS 		  85

LICHENS 53

REPTILES 38

VASCULAR PLANTS 		  98

1995

24
,8

43

35,426 total to date

5,782 new this year

1,651
ACRES OF

OLD FOREST

61,920
METRES OF

ATLANTIC COAST

22,667
METRES OF

FRESHWATER* SHORELINE

 

225  total to date

17 new this year

Properties
Protected

Acres
Protected

new this year:

CONSERVATION ACHIEVEMENTS as of March 2026

MAMMALS             7

total to date
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Kespukwitk Wild 
Kespukwitk / Southwest Nova Scotia 
has long been recognized for its 
high biodiversity value, including 
concentrations of species at risk. 
4 new lands in this biodiversity 
hotspot add 315 protected acres of 
critical habitat for some of Canada’s 
most endangered species, including 
Blanding’s Turtles, Eastern White 
Cedar, and a large number of rare and 
at-risk lichens.
   
  1Southwest Coast & Islands

Cape LaHave Island encompasses 2,608 acres 
of pristine island wilderness, while a new 
property on Blanche Peninsula adds 35 acres 
to a growing coastal legacy along the southern 
coast of the province. This area is critically 
important to migrating songbirds and shorebirds, 
overwintering waterfowl, and offshore seabirds 
who only require land when they 
nest. These coastal areas have 
many benefits to human 
well-being as well, including 
support for Mi’kmaw coastal 
culture, community access, 
research, recreation, and 
important ecosystem services. 
 

Annapolis County

A 397-acre expanse of old forest and lakeside wetlands 
surrounds the entirety of Lynch Lake in Annapolis County. 
Mature and old-growth forests in this part of Nova Scotia 
are particularly important for fostering climate resilience by 
maintaining biodiversity, stabilizing ecosystems, and providing 
refuges for species vulnerable to habitat loss and climate change. 

4

2

CONSERVATION LANDS  welcomed to our network this year!
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North Mountain Ridge

The North Mountain Ridge is a stronghold of old forest, 
with important long-term strategic value for carbon 

storage and broad climate resilience. Overlooking the 
Bras d’Or Lakes in the Unama’ki (Cape Breton) region 
of the province, the steep slopes and ravines connect 

the lakeshore to the top of the plateau. Two new lands 
add 453 acres of intact forest habitat and bring critical 

connectivity to this growing assemblage.

Plaister Cliffs

The Plaister Cliffs area is named for 
the “plaister,” or gypsum, that 

forms the basis for a globally rare, 
fragile, and fascinating karst 
landscape. Three new lands 

add an astonishing 1,351 acres 
of intact karst forest, a highly 

threatened landscape that is one 
of the least protected ecosystems 

in Canada. These lands bring critical 
connectivity and resilience to this 

growing assemblage.

Long Island

A unique ecological hotspot, the 
Bras d’Or Lake is a salt-water 

estuary watershed. This 97- acre 
property holds forested land and 
shoreline along the northeastern 
shore of the Bras d’Or, a win for 

conserving the unique ecology 
along this part of the lake.

3
2

3

1

Margaree Watershed   
The Margaree River is one of the most stunning examples of Nova Scotia’s 

freshwater legacy. It is home to a healthy population of Atlantic Salmon as well 
as Brook Trout and Gaspereau, thanks to countless generations of careful 
stewardship by the Mi’kmaq and community organizations. Three new 
properties protect 429 acres of the forested slopes and intact riparian areas 
that help keep the river and its watershed safe for some of our province’s 

most iconic and most threatened species.

Mabou Highlands

The spectacular Mabou Highlands upholds the passion and determination of so 
many champions for conservation. A new property adds 75 acres to one of the 

Nature Trust’s largest assemblages, thanks in part to the generosity of the Kinzer 
family, which has been a key part of building this beloved assemblage.

1
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We continue to build our donor community, attracting newly inspired donors joining the organization for the 
first time while also expanding the group of donors who are committing to multi-year pledges of support, 
monthly gifts, and legacy giving plans. Together, these committed donors give the Nature Trust so much more 
than financial resources: they give us the certainty of knowing that we have the ability to take quick action and 
seize wonderful opportunities as they arise. 

We are also investing in our outreach and engagement. This year we coordinated our teams’ on-site work 
by combining stewardship work with community outreach opportunities and creating new ways to reach 
even more people in more places around the province. We are also focused on testing and measuring new 
approaches to our digital outreach, a critical consideration in the rapidly evolving and competitive world of 
online communication technologies.

Conservation is not just about protecting land for today - 
it’s a commitment to the future. This year, we deepened our 
roots and broadened our footing to ensure that we will be 
equipped to keep moving forward with strength and certainty.

FLYING TOWARD THEfuture

LEN W
AGG

Our huge thanks and gratitude to the Waltons Trust for their transformational investment in 
protecting Wabanaki Forest in the Maritimes. A major three-year grant has empowered collaborative 
forest conservation efforts together with the Nature Trust of New Brunswick and the Nature Conservancy 
of Canada, leveraging protection of almost 17,000 acres of old growth forests and rare forest types across 
the Maritimes, including 9,000 acres here in Nova Scotia. The foundation’s renewed 4-year commitment will 
keep this exciting conservation momentum moving forward and help to build capacity for saving and caring 
for irreplaceable Wabanaki forests well into the future. We are honoured to be their trusted partner.
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37NEW 
MONTHLY DONORS

387NEW 
DONORS

2,993NEW 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

37NEW 
LEGACY GIFTS PLEDGED

FLYING TOWARD THE
THIS YEAR:YOUR NATURE TRUST TEAM

In thirty years, we’ve grown from a staff of one (shoutout 
Bonnie!) to a multitalented and highly competent staff 
complement. We’re proud of the high level of expertise our staff 
hold in their respective areas, but we’re also investing in our 
cross-training and succession planning to ensure that our team is 
truly equipped to carry out the scope of work needed to care for 
the tens of thousands of acres in our care. 

CONSERVATION DECISION-MAKING

Determining which lands are most important for conservation 
is a complex process. Over the past year, the Nature Trust has 
been collaborating with the Nature Conservancy of Canada to 
develop a “Where to Work” tool for Nova Scotia to support 
decision-making by providing an objective, data-driven 
assessment of conservation priorities. One key step has involved 
compiling and integrating biodiversity datasets from across the 
province to represent the full range of ecologically significant 
features identified as priorities by the broader conservation 
community. The Nature Trust will use the tool to help guide 
our land securement efforts to ensure that every decision we 
make is backed up by robust science, and supports the long-term 
protection of biodiversity and ecosystem health.

EMPOWERMENT & ENGAGEMENT

Inspired by the continuing success of our powerful network of 
Property Guardians, this year we launched a new Community 
Ambassadors program. These (brave! personable! social!) 
volunteers represent the Nature Trust in communities across 
Nova Scotia, attending events like farmers’ markets, trade 
shows, local fairs and festivals, and with partner organizations. 
With their local connections and personal inspiration to share, 
they are helping more people learn about conservation and the 
Nature Trust and grow the community of people who want to be 
part of this work. We are so grateful to this pioneer cohort and 
look forward to nurturing this program as it grows! 

NATURE’S GARDEN

Under the guidance of our Director of Conservation, 
our Garden Volunteers are gradually integrating more 
native plants and increasing diversity of those in the 
garden. Forget-me-not flowers were completely 
removed, along with a large section of rhubarb and 
more of the lilac tree. More native species were added, 
including mayflowers, more milkweed, black-eyed 
susans, marsh-marigold and bunchberry. 

1,421ATTENDEES 
AT IN-PERSON EVENTS

50BUSINESSES
ENGAGED
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KEEN ON 
KARST
PROTECTION FOR GLOBALLY RARE FOREST
EXPANDS ALONG THE BRAS D’OR
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https://nsnt.ca/in-our-nature/
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Because of you, more than a thousand acres on Cape 
Breton’s Plaister Cliffs will conserve biodiversity, 
guard against further species decline, and ensure the 
resilience of the broader ecological landscape.

In November we launched an ambitious effort to keep a large expanse 
of rare forest in our nature - and hundreds of people across the province 
and beyond immediately stepped up with unhesitating generosity to 
make it happen. 

The stunning property harbours extensive coastal habitats, wetlands, 
ponds and forests, large tracts of rare old growth forest, important 
habitat for endangered plants, birds and other wildlife, and over three 
kilometers of shoreline. Most exciting, it supports a unique ecosystem 
known as gypsum karst, which is globally rare, highly threatened and 
one of the least protected ecosystems in Canada.

As water flows across the “plaister,” or gypsum, for which this area is 
named, it slowly dissolves the rock in its path. Over time, this relentless 
erosion leaves behind otherworldly above- and underground terrains 
of sinkholes, caves, and escarpments, creating a fragile landscape called 
karst. Its unique dimensionality and the alkaline environment created 
by the dissolution of the gypsum itself support a specialized range of 
plants and animals who rely on these characteristics to thrive. 

Most karst around the world is formed from limestone, but Nova 
Scotia’s karst is special: it is formed from impressively deep deposits 
of gypsum. Gypsum karst is also particularly rare in temperate and 
moisture-rich climates like ours. Together, these features make our 
karst lands a true rarity across the entire world. But they are also among 
the least protected landscapes in Canada. Less than 5% of gypsum 
karst lands in Nova Scotia have been protected to date; over 90% are 
privately owned and highly fragmented into small parcels, making the 
karst forest on this property a critical achievement for the future of 
this fragile landscape.

CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS

JO ANN YHARD
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Thanks to the passionate Nature Trust community  
and the communities in the Municipality of the 
District of Lunenburg, this year we made sure that 
Cape LaHave Island will remain in our nature as part 
of Nova Scotia’s coastal legacy – forever. 

A Beloved South Shore Jewel

Cape LaHave Island is one of Nova Scotia’s largest remaining 
undeveloped islands, precious not only for at-risk birds and pollinators 
but also for countless generations of people – past, present, and future.

In October 2025 the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg (MODL) 
signed a conservation easement with the Nature Trust to ensure that 
the natural values of the island will be protected in perpetuity, as well 
as the opportunities for visitors to experience its wild beauty. The 
Nature Trust pioneered the first partnership of this kind between a 
community land trust and a municipality in Canada in 2007. This year’s 
partnership with MODL underscores the key role that municipalities 
can play in supporting conservation and permanently protecting 
municipally-owned natural areas.

Following the Community’s Lead 

The terms of the easement were defined based on extensive 
engagement, through which the community expressed a clear wish for 
the island to remain natural and undeveloped, and for it to continue 
to be available for the low-impact community recreational activities 
for which it is locally beloved. Its long history includes Indigenous 
and settler mainland communities’ use for drying fish and harvesting 
resources to support local fishers, while its pristine sand beaches have 
long welcomed camping, kayaking, walking, and general appreciation.

The island embodies what the Nature Trust is working to protect: intact 
wild space for nature, and for people. Thanks to you, it will continue to 
do so for generations to come.

CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS
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At 2,608 acres, Cape LaHave Island is Nova Scotia’s 5th largest island 
and is now one of the largest islands ever protected in the province. 
It is also the Nature Trust’s largest conservation land to date.

          

A COMMUNITY WISH, 
FULFILLED

THE LONG-AWAITED PROTECTION OF  CAPE LAHAVE ISLAND
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https://nsnt.ca/in-our-nature/
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SPECIES IN THEspotlight
In 2025, Birds Canada reported that for a third year in a row, Nova Scotia’s Piping Plover 
population has exceeded the provincial recovery objective of 60 breeding pairs!
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SPECIES IN THE

Did you know? 10 species of 
conservation concern were protected on 
Nature Trust land for the first time this year!

CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS

Thanks to Birds Canada’s extensive monitoring program (which 
includes many dedicated volunteers), a total of 70 breeding pairs 
were reported on 31 beaches across the province. That’s the 
highest total number of pairs since province-wide monitoring 
began in 1991! We’re very proud to add that 6 of those beaches are 
protected by the Nature Trust, meaning that they will remain safe 
sites for these special birds to rest and nest. 

Crow Neck Beach was a particular standout, hosting 10 pairs 
of plovers for only the second time since Birds Canada began 
monitoring in 2006.

In addition, the breeding productivity across Nova Scotia increased, 
meaning that plover pairs had bigger families this year than they 
have had since 2010. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP PIPING PLOVERS

These signs of recovery are a reminder that conservation works! 
To help Nova Scotia’s Piping Plover population continue to grow, 
here are a few simple things we can all do:

Look for signage. While we usually protect endangered species by 
not specifying their location, Piping Plovers are best protected by 
people knowing where they are so we can avoid disturbing them. In 
Nova Scotia, Piping Plover nesting beaches are marked with signs.  
Walk on the wet sand to help ensure that unmarked nests are 
not trampled.
Keep dogs on-leash. If the birds spot a predator (including dogs) 
near the nest, they may try to lead it away by feigning injury or they 
may abandon the nest entirely. 
Leave no trace. Leftover garbage can attract predators. (And there 
are so many other reasons to pack out whatever you pack in!)

On behalf of the Piping Plovers - thank you!

Short-billed Dowitcher* 
Ballpoint Rocktripe Lichen
Blue-gray Moss Shingle Lichen
Ghost Antler Lichen
Rockgossamer Lichen

Small-flowered Bittercress
Tree Pelt Lichen
Appalachian Polypody
Farlow’s Eyebright
Seaside Spurge

STEVEN MCGRATH
*Note: May have been present previously, but officially confirmed for the first time.
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Saving new lands is just the beginning. As conservation lands, the wild places in our 
care will truly remain forever wild. It’s thanks to our donors, volunteers, funders and 
partners that we can protect the now-hundreds of properties entrusted to us, and we are 
deeply grateful for all that you make possible. It’s not always glamourous, but it’s always 
rewarding - here are just a few of this year’s adventures in stewardship!

STEWARDSHIP
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matters

We particularly wish to acknowledge the many conservation partners with whom we work and not all of whom 
are featured here, including government, non-governmental organizations, and Mi’kmaw, academic, and 
community partners.

COASTAL CLEAN-UPS

TONS of thanks once again to our partners at Scotian Shores and Coastal Action. Together, and with help 
from many volunteers, we held 8 shoreline cleanups at six different Nature Trust lands this year, removing an 
astounding 34,301 pounds (15,559 kilograms) of marine debris from our protected shorelines.  
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matters IN SEARCH OF A BAT SIGNAL

Bats are critically endangered, so every safe place they can rest and 
roost is a win for conservation. In partnership with the Mersey 
Tobeatic Research Institute, we installed autonomous recording 
units on one property in eastern Nova Scotia and confirmed a 
significant number of bats! (Because bats are so at-risk we cannot 
identify the location publicly but rest assured we are taking special 
care.) We also installed trail cameras on several properties to help us 
monitor other wildlife making use of our conservation lands. 

HELPING LAND GET BACK TO NATURE

Sometimes “forever wild” is not just about preserving nature as 
it is, but helping it get back to the way it once was. This year the 
stewardship team removed five decrepit or dilapidated buildings 
from newly protected properties and advanced a remediation and 
human safety project for a set of abandoned mine openings. For 
the fourth year in a row we also hosted interns from the Quebec-
Labrador Foundation, who helped us remove garbage, clear trails, 
and do scouting work for shoreline clean-ups and baseline work.

Our partners at Island Conservation also completed a site visit and 
scoping report on Seal Island, a major step towards a significant 
habitat restoration project.  This stage has given us a road map for 
the next phases of work in the removal of several invasive species. 

BUMBLE BEE SURVEYS

Over the summer, we took part in a project from the Unama’ki 
Institute of Natural Resources (UINR), Maliamuki’k Msit 
Kokmanaq, to support bumble bee monitoring at Lawlor’s Point.

Although UINR is based in Unama’ki (Cape Breton), these surveys 
provided an Eastern Shore mainland site for their broader bumble 
bee monitoring work. UINR provided training in safe bee handling, 
identification, and catching skills. Nature Trust staff then completed 
three survey sessions at Lawlor’s Point in June, July, and August.

During each survey, bees were carefully captured, briefly 
cooled with ice packs, photographed, identified, sexed, and 
safely released. Flowering plants and habitat information 
were recorded on data sheets, with all observations and 
photos shared back with UINR to contribute to their 
larger regional dataset.

We were especially excited to document Yellow-
banded Bumble Bees more than once during the 
surveys. It was an incredibly fun and rewarding project to 
be part of, and we’re looking forward to participating again!
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MONITORING BLITZES

The Nature Trust hosted two fall monitoring blitzes that took stewardship to a whole new level, and it was 
all thanks to our amazing volunteers. Their dedication and hard work helped us cover remote  
and challenging conservation lands like never before.

In September, 8 Wilderness Property Guardians teamed up with stewardship staff in the Mabou Highlands. 
Together, they monitored 8 conservation sites across more than 50 kilometres of trails - all in just 6 hours! 
Their effort ensured the protection of some of our most treasured lands. Then in October, 15 volunteers 
joined Nature Trust staff at Pleasant River to monitor 15 conservation sites in our Pu’tlaqne’katik, 
Katewe’katik, Molega Lake, and Cameron Lake focus areas. This event turned out to be the most 
comprehensive single-day monitoring effort in the Nature Trust’s history!

What makes these blitzes truly special is not just the results, but the community they build. These events 
offered opportunities for new and seasoned volunteers to connect, learn from each other, and grow their 
skills. Notably, 10 newly trained volunteers participated in the 2025 monitoring blitzes, gaining mentorship 
from experienced Property Guardians and hands-on field experience.

We can’t thank our volunteer Property Guardians enough; 
their passion, expertise, and teamwork are the backbone of 
our stewardship efforts. Every step they take on the trail (or 
bushwhacking through the forest) helps protect Nova Scotia’s 
most ecologically important lands and waters for generations to 
come. Thank you for being part of this journey.
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This year, our volunteer program continued 
to expand. In addition to the monitoring and 
stewardship work by our Property Guardians 
and Event Volunteers (highlighted in other 
sections), volunteers contributed 62 eBird lists on 
Nature Trust conservation lands, supported our 
thirtieth anniversary Gala, and participated in two 
monitoring blitzes.  

We also hosted several webinars for volunteers and 
other foundational Nature Trust supporters, with 
topics including Bat to the Wild, An Introduction to 
the Fascinating World of Lichens, and Stewardship: 
The Good, The Bad, and The Very Very Strange.

volunteers
MAKE IT POSSIBLE

Our incredible community of passionate volunteers are a critical part of keeping nature 
forever wild. In the face of this year’s challenging forest restrictions and fires, their 
dedication and commitment to nature showed us how powerful volunteers can truly be. 

Thank you to TD Bank Group 
for providing a multi-year grant 
supporting the development of  
our volunteer program. 

Their support has helped us engage 
local citizens, restore and maintain wild 
places, create a tangible impact on the 
environment, and build connections 
between people and nature. 

Thanks to TD, we have been able to expand 
our volunteer program and build our 
organizational capacity.
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VOLUNTEER HUBS

Several years ago we established four volunteer hubs 
in different regions of the province: Annapolis Valley, 
Eastern Shore (100 Wild Islands), St. Mary’s River, and 
the South Shore. These groups offer an opportunity 
for our local Property Guardian volunteers to connect 
with one another and with staff to talk about local 
projects, make plans for the coming year, and tackle 
some stewardship tasks as a group. 

This year, we were so pleased to add a Cape Breton 
Hub to the list! 

Our inaugural Cape 
Breton Hub gathering 
began at a venue in the 
Iona area and then finished 
with some stewardship work 
at our Maskells Harbour conservation lands.  It was 
a cold, windy and wet day, but the intrepid group 
persevered to complete a large sign installation and 
clean up a significant amount of garbage. It was a 
great start for the new team!

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

PROPERTY GUARDIANS

Property Guardians help the Nature Trust monitor 
and maintain properties across the province, and 
as the number of lands in our care grows, so does 
our need for these committed volunteers. This year 
we welcomed 39 new Property Guardians (38 of 
whom are Wilderness Property Guardians!), who 
received training at 9 different sessions. Of the 197 
properties monitored last year, 63% were monitored 
by volunteers (46% by volunteers only,  and 17% by 
staff and volunteers, though not necessarily on the 
same day). With limited staff to attend to our rapidly 
growing network of conservation sites, we can rest 
easy knowing that we have this dedicated network 
helping keep a watchful eye on these lands. 

Read some of our amazing volunteers’ stories at nsnt.ca/volunteer

http://nsnt.ca/volunteer
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

To show our appreciation, and to make volunteering a 
rewarding experience, we hosted two appreciation events 
to join our volunteers out in nature: a hike through our 
Frederick Lake Conservation Lands and a Forest Therapy 
walk in Wentworth, led by Tamara Fournier, certified 
forest therapy guide.

We’re so grateful for every chance to bring our nature community together! Although 
the opportunities were limited by natural forces at work this year, we were delighted to 
find ways to help many of you explore the land you help protect and to connect with the 
magic of nature.

CONNECTIONS
community

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Our new Community Ambassadors program is growing 
strong! This year 5 Community Ambassdors led outreach 
initiatives and participated in 10 different events, 
interacting with over 525 community members. 8 other 
Community Event volunteers led or participated in 4 
third-party events, interacting with over 300 people. 
Thank you for helping more communities learn about the 
Nature Trust!
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“We need to think global, act local. I wanted to join the Nature Trust,  
because it’s immediate, it’s real, it’s tangible.”

Sean Kelly, Legacy Donor
In addition to his monthly gifts and volunteer service on the Nature Trust Board, 

Sean recently added the Nature Trust to his Will. And although his son, Evan, hopes 
that it won’t be relevant for a long time, he is glad for part of his future inheritance 

to go toward something he cares about deeply: protecting wild places.

THANK YOU  
TO THE
On behalf of nature and all of us, we offer our deepest thanks to all our donors and supporters.
Although we’ve listed this year’s donors in our named groups below, please know that your gift 
in any amount is so deeply valued and appreciated. Our Nature Trust supporters may be too 
numerous to list here, but we are grateful to each and every one of you!

NEW LEGACY CIRCLE 
MEMBERS

Brenda & Geordie Bell
Neeloo Bhatti & James 
     McAndrew
Hugh & Kathy Chisholm
Susan & Cameron Cochrane
Ross Firth & Marion McCahon
Gerald Hallowell
Tracy MacDonald
Cathy Mann
Julie & Jeff Marshall
Sheila Mason
Sylvia Mattinson
Terri & Randy Milton
David & Joan Norris
Natalie Penney & George W. 
     Joudrey
Trevor Richardson
Alisa Snyder
John Sperry
John Stailing & Hal Mooney
Richard & Elizabeth Stern
Marian Tyson
Patti & Bob Vaison
Nancy Wells
Martin & Marjorie Willison

& those who wish to remain 
anonymous

ESTATES RECEIVED 

The late Lloyd Aikenhead
The late Julie C. Anderson

The late John Black
The late Joan E. Brennan
The late Cathy Haverstock
The late Helen Isabel Hendry
The late Mary Therese Smith
The late Victor (Ray) 
     Titterington
The late Greta Marie Tuttle 
     Tratt

MAJOR SUPPORTERS -
ORGANIZATIONS

22M Hour Productions (NS)
    32 Inc.
Assante Capital Management 
     Ltd
Belliveau Construction & 
     Excavation Ltd.
Bras d’Or Stewardship Society
Deloitte
DesignPoint Engineering and 
     Surveying Ltd
Donner Canadian Foundation
East Coast Credit Union
Environment and Climate
     Change Canada
Gestion Maurice & Donna 
     Assh
Hall’s Mill Fund
Hillside Consulting Ltd
J and I Brown Family 
     Foundation
Jost Vineyards Limited
McCain Foundation

Nature’s Way Canada
Nova Scotia Crown Share Land 
     Legacy Trust
Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation
Nova Scotia Power
NS Dept of Environment and 
     Climate Change
Old Creel Canoe & Kayak
Open Sky
Parks Canada
Patterson Law
Rainbow Development 
     Holdings Ltd.
RBC
Ridge On The Chimney
Seaforth Geosurveys Inc.
Stewart McKelvey
Summa Financial
Sunflower Fund
TD Bank Group
The Flipside
The Trout Trust
Turner Drake & Partners Ltd
Waltons Trust
WaterDragon Pottery

& those who wish to remain 
anonymous

MAJOR SUPPORTERS -
INDIVIDUALS

Barb & Tom Anderson
Bruce Blakemore
L. Clarke & Barbara Blynn

donors
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“I truly believe that it does make a difference, on the financial side and the big picture. 
It’s not a lot, but I think when many people give ‘not a lot’, it adds up.“

Jeff Newbery, Monthly Donor 
For Jeff, monthly giving isn’t just a donation – it’s a commitment to the places 

that have shaped his life. Being a NatureMaker is a way to ensure those 
landscapes remain protected, thriving, and accessible for generations to come.

James Bridgland
Carol & Ron Buckley
Michael & Marcella Bungay 
     Stanier
Rodney Burgar & Susan Spence
Pat Campbell & Joanne 
     Gallivan
Norma Carey
Charles & Claire Cartmill
Hugh & Kathy Chisholm
Susan & Cameron Cochrane
Adam Cooper
Meg & Jon Cuming
Marcel L. Doucet
Andrew & Janet Durnford
Suze Egar & Jade Meunier
Jennifer Escott
W. Hardy & Barbara Eshbaugh
Jamie & Katharine Fagan
John Ferguson
Fred & Elizabeth Fountain
Deborah A. Fraser
Melissa Furrow
H. Wayne Garland
Lisa Gillis
Steven Goldthwaite
John Gourley
Mary & Steve Griffiths
Anne Guy
Brian K. & June D. Hall
Mollie J. Hardy
Verna J. Higgins
Allan Holtz & Medea Minnich
Jol & Maura Hunter
Nancy Irvine
Keith Irving & Katherine 
     Trumper
Jeannette Janssen & Nauzer 
     Kalyaniwalla
Laura Jantek
Barbara & Paul Kent
Kristie Killam

John Kim
Mike Kohler & Jamesie 
     Coolican
David Lewis & Karen 
     Woolhouse
Margo Lindener
Valerie MacDonald & Jim 
     Spatz
Chris & Karen MacDougall
Polly MacFarlane
Barbara A. MacKinnon
Julie & Jeff Marshall
Sheila Mason
Pat McKay
Charlene Morton & Daniel 
     Vokey
Joyce Morton
David & Esther Newcombe
Michael Nuschke
C. Jocelyn Pascoe
Nathaniel & Laural Pearre
Sheri Penner
Jennifer Power & Eric Flanders
Andrew Ritcey & Virginia 
     Veinot
William B. Ritchie
Judy Robertson
Sandra Sackett & Alan Parish
Cathy Salisbury
Bonnie & Katherine Salsman
Lyn Salsman Waller
Janet & Lorne Simpson
Paul & Marsha Sobey
Sue Stewart & Cliff Dahms
Cindy Staicer & Alan Pinder
Heidi Taylor & Denis Leclaire
Susan Thomas
Brad Touesnard
John F. Towle
Stanley Van Dyke & Linda 
     Cameron
Ray Wagner

Peter Wallace & Carolyn Green
Bob Williams & Glenda 
     MacKinnon
Barry & Elizabeth Yoell

& those who wish to remain 
anonymous

CHAMPIONS OF THE WILD

Shelley Adamo & Matthias  
     Schmidt
David & Seely Alder
Greg & Suzanne Amos
Kim Anderson & Joey Yazer
Karen Beazley & Ken Crowell
Alison & Larry Bogan
Debra Burleson
Anne Campbell & John Lindsay
Alain Chamagne & Valerie 
     Evans
Nancy & the late Fred Chipman
Wayne & Janet Clowery
Michel & Trudy Comeau
Mike & Elizabeth Cooper
Byron Corner & Patricia 
     Robertson-Corner
Jack & Corinne Duffy
Judy Farnell
Chris & Hiya Field
Bill Flemer
Henry W. Fuller
Anne Gillies & Nathan Brett
Helga Guderley
Daniele & David Hart
John H. Himmelman
Christopher Hopgood
Klaus & Joan Jensen
Sue Kashanski
Richard Landzaat & Heather 
     Kramers
Jeff Leadbetter & Kelly 
     McMillan

Enjoy more inspiring stories at nsnt.ca/giving/donor-stories
or share your story with us at barbara@nsnt.ca

DONORS 

http://nsnt.ca/giving/donor-stories
mailto:barbara%40nsnt.ca?subject=Sharing%20my%20donor%20story
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DONORS

Stewart Lindsay
Ann MacLeod
The late Judy Manchester & David 
     Stevenson
Bob & Peggy (Colthart) McCalla
Wendy McDonald
Donna McGrath
Ken McKenna
Catherine A. Milne
Jean Milne
Jane Allen & Rochelle Owen
Wayne & Hilary (Sears) Paquet
Richard Rachals
Paul & Diane Raymond
Tom Rudolph & Debby Farnell 
     Rudolph
Jason Roth & Cheryl 
     Steadman-Roth
Abby & David Rumsey
Alastair Saunders & Chris 
     Corston
Paul & Susan Scott
Susan Sherwin & Richmond 
     Campbell
Graham A.J. Smith
Dusan Soudek & Heather Leslie
Darlene Stone
John Webb
Rick & Janet Whitman

& those who wish to remain anonymous

NEW & INCREASED
MONTHLY DONORS 

Taylor Andrews
Michael Basford
Brenda & Geordie Bell
Helen & Kelly Browne
Barry D. Buckman
Pat Campbell & Joanne 
     Gallivan
Meg Carroll
Jean Chard
Rosiane Comeau
William R. Courtney
Wendy Crocker
Douglas Crutcher
Rex & Heather Dunn
Valerie Finney
Carol & Charlie Gass
Anthony Glen
Ellen Gordon
Emilie Gould
Lindsay & Robie Gourd
Eleanor M. R. Gray
Melanie Hepditch
Silver Johnson Dortch
Elaine Keene
Angus Kennedy
Alicia Kennedy
Faye Ketola
Kristie Killam

Devon Laplace
Rosmarie Lohnes
Elizabeth Lusby & Jim Bissell
David MacDonald & Sarah Wakely
Amelia MacDonald
Nickson Maignant
Cathy Mann
Luisa Martinez
Roderick Maynes
Jean McHarg
Cynthia McLaren Lloyd
Susan A. Melvin
Maggie Messinger
Dianne Miller
Terri & Randy Milton
Ann Morrison
Tom Musial
Virginia Olsen
Gordon Page & Joann Cunningham
Carolyn Pelly
Gayle Quigley-Smith
Emma Roode
Teana Stewart
Bonnie Sutherland & Sean Cassidy
Patricia Ullman
Heather Whyte
Robyn Wile
Alderney Real Estate Appraisals

& those who wish to remain anonymous

Thank you to each and every one of our donors, too numerous to mention by name. 
No matter the size of your gift, your support makes big wins for nature possible! 

Environment and Climate Change Canada

In 2018, to advance its commitment to protect 30% 
of Canada’s lands and waters by 2030, the federal 
government launched the Canada Nature Fund, 
followed by the Enhanced Nature Legacy program 
in 2021, for a total investment of almost $4 billion. 
These funds enabled land trusts and other partners 
to make huge strides in protecting Canada’s natural 
legacy. In all, Canada’s nature funding has helped us 
protect 130 new conservation lands encompassing 
over 24,000 acres of the most ecologically 
important, rare and endangered natural areas 
across Nova Scotia.

The Nova Scotia Crown Share Land Legacy Trust

In 2008, in recognition of the essential role of private 
land conservation and the unique work of land trusts 
in protecting Nova Scotia’s biodiversity, the provincial 
government created a $23 million conservation trust, 
adding $20 million more in 2022. This funding has 
been transformative for land trusts, exponentially 
escalating the pace and scale of conservation success. 
It has helped to protect thousands of acres of Nova 
Scotia’s most important wild spaces, including over 
145 Nature Trust conservation lands to date.



DONORS

    Lynn Lewis

Lynn’s family moved to the 87-acre 
North Mountain Ridge property in 
1942, hauling much of their furniture 
and belongings by horse and sleigh 
over the frozen Bras d’Or lake. While 
Lynn grew up in the Amherst area, the 
land was a consistent part of her life, 
from regular childhood visits to her 
eventual ownership of the property. 
She remarks, “I feel a sense of relief 
and gladness that that property will be 
protected.”

    Bryan & Leslie Lorber

Bryan and Leslie donated a 397-
acre property that surrounds the 
entirety of Lynch Lake in Annapolis 
County. Bryan’s father spontaneously 
purchased the land during a road trip 
to Nova Scotia from the family’s home 

in Connecticut. Bryan continued to 
visit, bringing friends along to get to 
know his Nova Scotia community. 
As the years went on, Bryan began 
thinking about what would happen to 
the land. “I love Canada,” he says, “and 
the people of Nova Scotia in particular. 
This is my gift to them.”

    Neil & Valerie MacKinnon

This 97-acre property on the Bras d’Or 
was donated by Neil MacKinnon. His 
mother, the youngest of ten children, 
was born there, on what was then her 
father’s subsistence farm. After several 
decades of work with his surviving 
cousins and with local surveyors to 
clear the title to the land, Neil says, “I 
take great comfort in knowing that 
the place where my mother was born 
will remain a forested nature reserve in 
perpetuity.”

    Maggie Thomas & the late 
    Richard Donat

Maggie Thomas and Richard Donat have 
had a small cabin on Shingle Lake for 
many years. When the nearby 30-acre 
Ed’s Island came up for sale, they seized 
the opportunity to protect their small 
bay. Now that they have in turn donated 
it to the Nature Trust, it will indeed be 
truly protected forever.

    Municipality of the District 
    of Lunenburg

A visionary conservation easement  
between the municipality and the Nature 
Trust - only the second of its kind in 
Canada - will ensure that the natural 
values of Cape LaHave will be protected 
in perpetuity, as well as the opportunities 
for visitors to experience its wild beauty. 

We are so grateful to those who donated land this year:

We could not achieve our mission 
without visionary, community-minded, 
nature-loving and generous land and 
conservation easement donors. 
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DO IT FOR THE 
TURTLES

DO IT FOR 
NATURE

DO IT FOR THE 
CLIMATE

DO IT FOR YOUR 
FRIENDS

DO IT FOR YOUR 
LEGACY

DO IT FOR THE 
RIVERS
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"This is one way that I can 
make the world a better place."

Julie Palmer
POPULAR LEGACY GIFT OPTIONS
Gift in your Will

Making a bequest in your Will provides a tax credit for your estate. It is easy to arrange through your 
lawyer or online Will service and is flexible as it can be adjusted at any time. A gift in your Will can be a 
specific dollar amount or arranged as a percentage of your estate.

Gift of Land

A bequest of land creates an extraordinary natural legacy. If you are considering this generous option,  
it is very important that you contact us in advance to confirm whether we will be able to fulfil 
your wishes for your property. We need to discuss this with you to determine whether your property 
is eligible to be conserved. Land not eligible for conservation can still support nature; please talk to 
us about this option.

A NATURAL LEGACY IS a story without end...

Do you care deeply about nature and our province? 

A natural legacy in partnership with the Nova Scotia Nature Trust  
creates something that will last, not just for a few years, but forever. 

Gift through Insurance

Donating a life insurance policy to the Nature Trust can provide a significant gift for you and for nature. You 
can create a tax credit for your estate with an existing policy. Or you can purchase a new policy and name 
the Nature Trust as the beneficiary and/or owner. Your premium payments can be tax deductible in your 
lifetime for a tax benefit now, or the policy proceeds can provide tax benefits for your estate.

Speedy Bequest
 

You can name the Nova Scotia Nature Trust as a beneficiary of your TFSA, RRSP, RRIF and/or DAF without 
having to rewrite (or write!) your Will. This is easy and free to do - just request the simple form from your 
financial institution to reduce tax liability on your estate and create a permanent natural legacy of lands saved.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Our free Legacy Giving Guide & Toolkit outlines the options and gives you 
the tools to quickly and easily make an impact on nature, forever. Request it at  
nsnt.ca/giving/create-a-natural-legacy or email barbara@nsnt.ca.  

Your gift - and your story - will be cherished by friends and family, 
and by generations to come.

TOOLKIT

http://nsnt.ca/giving/create-a-natural-legacy
mailto:barbara%40nsnt.ca?subject=I%20am%20considering%20creating%20a%20natural%20legacy
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Inspired by N�ure
a fundraising gala celebrating 30 years of conservation

In April, hundreds of Nature Trust supporters came together at the Halifax Convention 
Centre to celebrate thirty years of conservation success, and to recommit to answering 
the urgent call to protect nature before it’s too late. 

We are grateful to our
gala sponsors for their 
support in making this
celebration possible: 

In honour of all of the invaluable nature you’ve helped to protect over thirty years, we aimed to create an 
unforgettable evening of immersive experience, wild wonder, art, music, food, and natural inspiration. 

We were grateful to feature several murals by Kristen de Palma and live art and installations by Holly 
Carr. Mi’kmaw artist Alan Syliboy live-painted a drum head capturing the spirit of the night, while onstage 
the Morgan Toney Trio gave an incredible performance of “Mi’kmaltic” fiddle music. The evening was 
emceed by the host of CBC Information Morning Halifax Portia Clark.

We are so grateful to the amazing artists who contributed their stunning nature-themed art to our silent 
auction Inspiration Gallery. We’re also grateful to the businesses that stepped up to support nature by 
generously donating prizes and nature experiences for our raffle packages, and to the many businesses and 
organizations who purchased tables and tickets.

It was joyous and inspiring. But the celebration was about so much more than one lovely evening. 

Our thirty years of conservation have been possible because of you. Thousands of you, from across 
Nova Scotia, Canada, and beyond, supporters who have been with us from the beginning and who have just 
become part of the Nature Trust family recently – all of you are part of the achievements we celebrated and 
the wins for nature we look forward to celebrating in the future. We have never been more inspired to keep 
saving more nature, faster than ever before, thanks to your support.

CAPTURE IT PHOTOGRAPH
Y

Allen Print
Atlantic Photo Supply
Carbon Run
Ducks Crossing
Earth Rhythms

Encore
Michelin Canada
Nature’s Way
Old Creel Canoe & Kayak
Patagonia Halifax

Ridge on the Chimney
TD Bank Group
Trout Point Lodge
Valley Stove & Cycle
WestJet



In the past year (April 2025-March 2026) we expended 
$9.9 million (91% of all expenses) in charitable programs 
and initiatives, advancing our conservation mission 
through private land conservation, land stewardship and 
management as well as education and public engagement 
in conservation.

Our balance sheet remains positive and strong, with no 
long-term debt and $51.03 million in conservation lands 
and easements. Our endowment funds have grown to 
$30.43 million, providing operational stability and the 
security to meet our long-term stewardship commitments 
to the lands entrusted to our care.  

We have a $1.06 million operating reserve fund, helping 
to stabilize finances and ensure sustainability for the 
organization, a cushion against unforeseen events, losses of 
income or large unbudgeted expenses.

Our financial statements are audited annually by an 
external auditor. Investments are managed by Connor, 
Clark, and Lunn, overseen by an Investment Committee, 
and are subject to our investment policies.

Financial 
Accountability

Keep up to date by

signing up for our

monthly newsletter

Landlines here!

FINANCIALS

*Note: Figures include $1,120,625 in grants managed on behalf of partners in collaborative projects (no net impact on financial position)

INCOME
TOTAL $11,204,038

$3,090,229
DONATED LANDS &

EASEMENTS

$189,941
FUNDRAISING & 

OTHER ACTIVITIES

$208,486
INVESTMENT

INCOME

$7,715,382
DONATIONS 

& GRANTS

EXPENSES
TOTAL $10,892,310

$385,860
EDUCATION & 

OUTREACH

$954,500
ADMINISTRATION & 

FUNDRAISING

$7,755,492 

CONSERVATION & 
SECUREMENT

$620,833 

STEWARDSHIP

$1,175,625
SPECIAL PROJECTS*

INVESTMENT
TOTAL $308,370

$48,370
INVESTMENT IN 
CAPITAL ASSETS

$260,000
INVESTMENT IN  

OPERATING RESERVE

https://nsnt.ca/about/newsletter/
https://nsnt.ca/about/newsletter/
https://nsnt.ca/about/newsletter/
https://nsnt.ca/about/newsletter/


BOARD 

Meg Cuming Chair
Paul Comeau Vice Chair
Richard Landzaat Treasurer
Barb Mason Secretary
Andrea Davis
Emily Hunter
Sean Kelly
Adrienne Leahey
Sheri Penner 
Joshua Tabh
Henry W. Fuller Emeritus

STAFF  			 

Tracy Clarke Operations Coordinator
Fiona Dulanto-Hassenstein Land Management Coordinator
Joanne Hale Operations Manager
Barbara Haley Senior Advisor, Legacy Creation
Dominic Henry Senior Conservation Scientist
Janine Jaffrey Stewardship & Technology Coordinator 
Terri Jones Summer Stewardship Field Assistant
Riki Kerbrat Field Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator
Devon LaPlace Advisor, Leadership Giving
Lisa Matte Director of Philanthropy & Engagement
Cynthia McLaren Lloyd Donor Relations Coordinator
Liv Monck-Whipp Stewardship & Restoration Coordinator 
Jaimee Morozoff Director of Conservation
Michelle Munro Events & Engagement Specialist 
Christina Nunn Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator
Dyan O’Dell Bookkeeper
Megan Pagniello Land Conservation Lead
Emily Ratch Summer Stewardship Field Assistant
Rosetta Schoonhoven Content & Marketing Specialist
Joanna Skomorowski Stewardship Manager
Keith Spafford Landowner Outreach Lead
Bonnie Sutherland Executive Director
Kerry Tench Advisor, Leadership Giving
Anna Weinstein Marketing & Communications Manager 
Nick Wilkinson Donor Database Coordinator

902-425-5263/1-877-434-5263 (LAND)   nature@nsnt.ca   

Charitable Registration Number
88962 7691 RR0001

Mailing Address
81 Prince Albert Road

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
B2Y 1M1

Printed with soy based inks. Chlorine free bleaching.

Thank you for another wonderful year
of saving nature!

Board of Directors and Staff Team  
April 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026

mailto:nature@nsnt.ca

