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A for Adventure

Trust in Nature

“There is no land protection without local organizations, and the Nature Trust is probably the best 
organized and locally focused in the country. To my knowledge there’s no single charity in Canada that 

has a bigger impact on climate change.” ~Zack Metcalfe, Twice the Wild monthly donor

The past year has been another challenging one, filled with uncertainty, economic turmoil, political 
upheaval, and catastrophic impacts of climate change. But nature has still been there for us. In spite of 
the worries and anxiety that have surrounded us, we have access to some of the most spectacular wild 
places in the world – here in our backyard. We’ve been part of a great reawakening about the vital link 
that nature has on our wellbeing. People have been discovering forests and trails, scenic headlands, 
seaside vistas and the peace of inland lakes and streams. Nature has helped us to deal with stress, it has 
soothed and healed us, and has helped us to unplug from our worries.

It’s clear that we need nature, but clearly nature also needs us.

We’ve watched the challenging news this year 
about global efforts to address climate change, 
and we continue to hear about accelerating 
loss of biodiversity. Nova Scotia is not immune 
to these threats, but nature is resilient when 
given a chance to thrive. The good news is 
that both federal and provincial governments 
are demonstrating their commitment to 
conservation, and at the Nature Trust we have 
had an unprecedented opportunity to combine 
support from the public with government 
funding to accelerate our goal of doubling our 
protected lands over the next three years.

In spite of everything around us, we’ve had some 
wonderful successes. Thanks to you more lands, 
more birds, more rare species of plants and more 
wonder have been saved forever.

In this Year in Review...

...you’ll find news and updates about what the 
Nature Trust has accomplished since our 2020-
2021 Gratitude Report, published in June.

• A major milestone for Twice the Wild
• New conservation successes across the province
• Renewed public stewardship events and 
volunteer engagement
• Advances in stewardship technology
• Surging interest in planned giving
• New branding befitting a group of Champions

IntroductionIntroduction

Learn more about the Nature Trust at nsnt.ca.

https://nsnt.ca/blog/zack-metcalfe-donor-of-the-month/
http://nsnt.ca


Campaign NewsCampaign News
When we launched Twice the Wild last year, we set out to raise $4 million 
that would unlock four times that amount in matching funds. 

Thanks to the support that all of you have shown in so many ways, we 
hit that target in December! That means that we have unlocked all of the 
matching funds that are available from our generous partners at this time, 
for a total of $20 million to save nature across Nova Scotia. This is an 
incredible achievement, and we are so grateful to you for making it 
possible to reach this milestone in just over one year.

Although donations to Twice the Wild can no longer be matched 4:1, our campaign to double our protected 
lands continues. We are continuing to identify and move forward on priority lands for protection - and we are 
continuing to raise funds to support this effort. While donations from this point on will not unlock additional 
funds, they will provide essential and steady funding to support this ambitious campaign as it moves ahead. 

We look forward to keeping you updated about the achievements that your support is making possible - and 
there are many such achievements on the horizon. On behalf of the nature that you are helping save, thank you.

Visit TwiceTheWild.ca to make a donation today.

The Sobey family contributed a game-changing gift to 
bring the campaign target within sight. The David and 
Faye Sobey Foundation committed $900,000 toward 
the campaign, and Paul and Marsha Sobey contributed 
an additional $100,000 to bring the total family gift to $1 
million. It also unlocked four times its value in matching 
funds - an additional $4 million to help us double the lands 
we protect across the province by 2023. Read more here.

The Nature Trust was selected as one of only two projects in North America to receive 
major funding support this year from the Michelin Corporate Foundation, which was 
created to support innovative and socially committed projects in the countries where 
Michelin is present. They recognized the Nature Trust’s outstanding history of successful 
land conservation with an award of $300,000 - the Twice the Wild campaign’s first major 
international funding. The Foundation’s donation also leveraged an additional $1.2 million 
in matching funds. Read more here.

“We’re proud to be helping the Nova Scotia 
Nature Trust save our most beautiful and 

important natural areas so our children and 
grandchildren can continue to enjoy our wild 

rivers, lakes and forests, just as we have.” 
~Janis Sobey-Hames, 

Chair of the David and Faye Sobey Foundation.

Campaign Stats:
• $4 million raised + $16 million leveraged = $20 million total!
• 1920 total campaign donors 
• 952 campaign donors who are first-time Nature Trust supporters!

http://TwiceTheWild.ca
https://nsnt.ca/blog/sobey-family-gives-1-million-to-twice-the-wild/
https://nsnt.ca/blog/nature-trust-receives-major-support-from-michelin-corporate-foundation/


Conservation SuccessesConservation Successes

This 363 acre spectacular coastal wilderness on Nova Scotia’s south shore secures one of 
the province’s last remaining large and ecologically rich coastal properties, and a significant 
site for migratory, overwintering and nesting birds. The protected area includes a mosaic 
of coastal habitats, from pristine sand beaches and dunes, to saltmarsh, wetlands, bogs 
and coastal forest, and provides important habitat for diverse wildlife including rare and 
endangered birds and lichen.

Port La Tour Beach
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Just south of Liverpool, between Western Head and White Point, this 154 acre property is 
a well-established local recreation area popular for nature appreciation, walking, camping 
and more. It also boasts over 700 meters of coastline - including, of course, a sandy beach.  
The property hosts high habitat diversity with a variety of upland forests, dunes, coastal 
wetlands, freshwater wetlands, and beaches. As a relatively intact assemblage of coastal 
habitats, it supports multiple Species at Risk and other species of conservation interest.

Sand Beach
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Lowland Cove is a stunning example of northern Cape Breton’s incredible coastal mountains 
and rugged wildness. Its protection is not only a triumph for preserving 100 acres of coastal 
habitats and connectivity for wildlife; it also represents a milestone in linking together the 
proposed Seawall Trail, which promises to be 48 kilometers of world-class hiking along the 
cliffs and highlands surrounding the Polletts Cove - Aspy Fault Wilderness Area.

Lowland Cove
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The latest addition to our protected lands in the Blue Mountain - Birch Cove Lakes was once 
the site of the Fraser family’s original saw mill. The property is bordered on two sides by the 
growing Blue Mountain-Birch Cove Lakes Wilderness Area and on a third side by Nine Mile 
River. Several other properties in the Frasers’ original holdings have since become part of the 
Wilderness Area, and now this land too will be part of one of North America’s largest urban 
wildlands - forever.

Blue Mountain-Birch Cove Lakes
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We saved the last unsecured island in a coastal archipelago now fully protected by the 
Nature Trust, the Nature Conservancy of Canada and the Province. Located off Cherry Hill 
beach, near Port Medway (south shore), the island is a key waypoint on the Atlantic Flyway, 
a “bird highway” essential to feeding, resting, and breeding for many migratory birds. Its 
protection ensures the long-term ecological integrity of the entire island chain and supports 
the movement of bird colonies within and beyond the archipelago.

Middle Island
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Visit TwiceTheWild.ca to make a donation today.

http://TwiceTheWild.ca


Visit TwiceTheWild.ca to make a donation today.

We added a significant piece to one of the best Blanding’s Turtle sites in Nova Scotia. The 
50 acre property in southwest Nova Scotia encompasses a portion of a large riparian fen 
and forests that host critical habitat for a large number of endangered turtles. Immediately 
adjacent to other Nature Trust conservation lands, this property will extend a growing land 
assemblage that provides habitat for multiple species at risk in addition to the Blanding’s 
Turtles, including threatened Eastern Ribbonsnake and several bird species. 

Barren Meadow

Megan Crowley
Conservation SuccessesConservation Successes

Ponhook Lake is identified as a Priority Location for rare and at-risk Atlantic Coastal Plain 
Flora (ACPF). The newly protected 14 acre property supports important habitats and 
species occurrences for this unique group of plants, including Redroot – a federally and 
provincially listed species at-risk and a High Priority ACPF species. Located at the western 
end of Ponhook Lake, the property is near a number of existing protected lands that have 
been conserved by the efforts of the Nature Trust and the provincial government, including 
Eighteen Mile Brook Nature Reserve and Ponhook Lake Nature Reserve.

Ponhook Lake
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This 39 acre property in McKinnons Harbour in the Bras d’Or Lake, Cape Breton, was 
protected by the Bras d’Or Preservation Nature Trust in 2013. As they prepare to close their 
work as an organization, we are delighted to take over stewardship of this land and ensure 
that its protection continues into forever, as the original donor intended. The property 
provides excellent representation of the natural landscape features in the area, with mature 
coniferous forests, riparian marshes, and 2 kilometres of undeveloped shoreline.

McKinnons Point Nature Reserve
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Springhaven Duck Lake in Yarmouth County is recognized as a priority location for Atlantic 
Coastal Plain Flora (ACPF). The 100 acre property supports habitat and species occurrences 
for this unique group of plants, including Water-pennywort and other rare species, as well 
as reptiles and birds of conservation concern. Immediately adjacent to other Nature Trust 
conservation lands, it is an important addition to the existing protected areas assemblage 
associated with Wilson’s and Bennett’s lakes. 

Springhaven Duck Lake
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 As part of the near-urban land assemblage associated with the “Backlands” near Purcells 
Cove, this 27 acre property builds on existing conservation efforts and protection for rare 
Jack Pine barrens, forested wetlands and associated species, as well as nature access and 
recreational opportunities for nearby residents. 

Purcells Cove
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http://TwiceTheWild.ca


Stewardship & VolunteersStewardship & Volunteers
Through the varying levels of gathering and movement restrictions over the past year, we’ve nonetheless been 
able to monitor and steward our protected lands thanks to our incredible network of volunteers! To all of you 
who protect nature from kayaks or canoes, in waders or hiking boots, along beaches and deep in the weeds (or 
grapevines, or buckthorn!) we offer you our deep appreciation!

This has been The Great Year of Removal! 
With volunteer support, we removed a number of 
buildings and structures that were in very poor shape: 
Broad Cove house, Morris Cabin, and one more 
cabin. And at long last, we also finally removed The 
Bus from Barren Meadow Bog!

We held our first public work parties since the 
beginning of the pandemic, at Pennant River (where 
we installed boardwalks, trail tags, and a footbridge) 
and Purcells Cove (where we removed ankle-breaking 
boardwalks, pruned extensively to clear the trails, and 
added new stepping stones and corduroy trail) and at 
an easement on the South Shore (where we cleared 
boundary lines). 

Volunteers who attended were so happy to be 
working together on projects, and we were so 
happy to bring people together outside in a safe 
way. It was very encouraging for all involved - and 
it also accomplished work that would have taken 
stewardship staff days to do on our own.

Other notable stewardship accomplishments this 
year include:
• Invasive grapevine removal at Barren Meadow
• Installing well covers over two old wells
• One Property Guardian liaised with local hunters to 
team up and encourage responsible hunting practices 
on Nature Trust land.  The hunter donated wood 
from a blind that was removed to create a well cover.
• Another Property Guardian has been clearing 
up a former grow-op site and boarding up broken 
windows in an old house while we decide what to do 
with it.

Learn more about becoming a Property Guardian: volunteer@nsnt.ca or (902) 425-5263.

mailto:volunteer%40nsnt.ca?subject=


Stewardship & VolunteersStewardship & Volunteers

In August, the stewardship team began to field test 
our brand-new property database, Landscape, with 
excellent results. Landscape will eventually allow 
both staff and volunteers to access information 
about properties in the field, geolocate any photos 
that are taken, track location on the property and 
automatically upload property reports and photos 
back to staff. In other words, it’s going to simplify 
our monitoring significantly, make it easier to report 
issues and streamline access to information for 
volunteers and staff alike. For those of you who have 
been shuffling photopoints, compass, camera and 
GPS in the field, trust us - you are going to like this!

This huge advance in our stewardship work is part 
of our Tech for Stewardship project, made possible 
thanks to a grant we received last year from the RBC 
Tech for Nature program, with support from the 
RBC Foundation. Read more here.

Advances in Stewardship Technology:
The New Landscape Database

Other volunteers beyond the realm of stewardship 
contributed in many ways. A number of volunteers 
came to our Dartmouth headquarters, Nature’s 
House, to help prune, tidy, and otherwise care for 
our Nature’s Garden. Others ventured out to many 
of our conservation lands, including new lands 
protected through our Twice the Wild campaign, 
to take beautiful landscape photographs and drone 
video footage. Their work has helped us showcase 
the amazing work our community is making possible 
and the spectacular lands being protected. And 
finally, a special shoutout to our volunteer members 
of the board and committees, who have continued 
to support us (mostly on zoom!) through another 
challenging and inspiring year.

While our volunteer program has been one of the 
areas of our work hardest hit by gathering and 
movement restrictions, we are gearing up to get things 
back up and running! We’re looking forward to inviting 
our volunteers back to in-person events in the new 
year, and to being able to welcome all of you who have 
reached out to ask us how you can jump in, too! 

Learn more about volunteer opportunities: volunteer@nsnt.ca or (902) 425-5263.

https://nsnt.ca/blog/tech-for-nature-using-innovative-technologies-to-improve-stewardship/
mailto:volunteer%40nsnt.ca?subject=


GivingGiving
A Growing Interest in Planned Giving

In the last few years, there have been several events that may have highlighted the importance of having an up-
to-date will, not the least of which has been the COVID-19 pandemic. Five years ago, only 26% of Canadians had 
one, but in a study done in 2021, twelve million additional people have recently made or updated their wills.

For the Nature Trust, this has resulted in more people than normal reaching out to us to get the correct wording 
and registration information for their wills, and to discuss their wishes, potential pitfalls and what we would be 
able to accomplish with their gift. We are honoured that so many people are interested in this possibility.

A planned gift can provide you with the opportunity to create a truly lasting natural legacy—a legacy of wild 
places, saved forever, in your memory. This final gift is one of the most important ones you can make.

A charitable estate gift can also help offset what is often the biggest tax bill that one will face—so planning ahead 
makes good financial sense. As well, for many people, writing a will is not something they do for themselves but 
rather something they do for the people they will leave behind. Having a will helps preserve wealth and prevent 
conflicts among family members/friends.

Please let us know if you are considering adding the Nature Trust to your will. We can provide 
helpful advice up-front, and can also send you suggested wording for your will.

Letting us know about your intentions also allows us to plan our work more strategically and helps 
ensure that we clearly understand and will be able to carry out your wishes.

Wayne Ryder recently added the Nature Trust to 
his will. He has chosen to leave a legacy gift that will 
live on forever, in the hopes that generations to come 
will be able to enjoy the nature that has been saved 
for them.

Eugene Lebwohl & Ruth Matthews also chose to 
support the Nature Trust with a gift in their will. 

“We will leave this life with a substantial gift to 
the Nature Trust that will, over time, protect that 
unique and still relatively unspoiled piece of the 
world that is Nova Scotia. It’s a way to say thank 
you to a place that has given us joy, offering to 
future generations what the generosity of past 
contributors have given us.“  ~Ruth Matthews

“If we don’t save nature now, 
we’ll be saying, ‘In my day 
I remember when…’ about 

wild places that used to exist. 

If we don’t act now, we’ll 
only be able to talk about 
nature because it won’t 
actually exist anymore.” 

Contact Barbara Haley, our Leadership and Legacy Giving Senior Advisor, 
to discuss an estate or planned gift: barbara@nsnt.ca or (902) 579-9977.

As with any important financial decision, we strongly suggest 
you speak with a lawyer or estate planner before confirming your 
legacy gift to the Nature Trust.

https://nsnt.ca/giving/leave-a-legacy/
https://nsnt.ca/blog/loving-nature-forever-wayne-ryder/
https://nsnt.ca/blog/eugene-lebwohl-ruth-matthews-beyond-the-immediate-ripple-of-our-lives/
mailto:barbara%40nsnt.ca?subject=


GivingGiving
Champions of the Wild

This year, a group of loyal donors became “Champions of the Wild”! Previously called “Guardians of the Land” 
we found that most people confused the name of this group with our Property Guardians.

But Property Guardians are volunteers who perform on-the-ground stewardship and monitoring of Nature 
Trust protected lands, while Guardians of the Land are donors who help ensure the sustainability of our work by 
committing to a long-term donation of unrestricted funds.

So, to reduce confusion, this fall we re-branded one of these two similarly-named groups: the donors formerly 
known as Guardians of the Land are now known as Champions of the Wild!

A Champion of the Wild is a donor who supports the fundamen-
tal and necessary work of the Nature Trust. They understand 
that for exciting land conservation to take place, a vast array of 
other work must also happen—everything from educating land-
owners, holding events, running the office, staying in touch with 
our supporters through news and annual reports, stewarding our 
land, training volunteers and, of course, saving land.

Our first international Champion of the Wild, Dr. Louisa Jones from France, chose to 
become a Champion this year to preserve nature and promote biodiversity, in honour 
of her grandparents and uncle who were naturalists of some repute in Nova Scotia.

“I thought they would have liked it to benefit something Nova Scotian.” 

A Champion therefore makes a pledge to support the Nature Trust with a multi-year major gift and chooses to 
donate their funds as “undesignated” so that they can be used where the need is greatest.

Contact Barbara Haley, our Leadership and Legacy Giving Senior Advisor, 
to discuss becoming a Champion of the Wild: barbara@nsnt.ca or (902) 579-9977.

You can read some wonderful stories from our generous and nature-loving Champions of the Wild - click here.

We want to give a special thanks to our incredible land donors, 
who chose to donate their land (through gift or easement) this year. 
By making the decision to permanently protect their ecologically 
significant land, they have helped to preserved cherished 
and important land for the benefit of all, 
now and in the future. 

And Finally...

https://nsnt.ca/giving/donate/champions-of-the-wild/
https://nsnt.ca/blog/first-international-champion-of-the-wild-dr-louisa-jones/
mailto:barbara%40nsnt.ca?subject=
https://nsnt.ca/giving/donate/champions-of-the-wild/
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This year has been one of global challenges 
as well as inspiration. Among other things, 

we’re excited to look ahead to a year of 
unprecedented support for land conservation.

Our work is only possible because of your 
support, and we are so grateful to you. Thank 
you for being part of our Nature Trust family 
and for your compassion, your care, and your 

love of nature!

As we head into a new year in 2022, we hope 
that you find peace and inspiration in this 

extraordinary place that we call home.

Thank you!Thank you!


