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Message from our 

 Executive Director

T his was the most exciting and successful 
year for conservation achievements 
in the Nature Trust’s 25 year history. 
And these successes are welcome 

encouragement in the face of the dire warnings from 
the planet’s top scientists about the declining state 
of global biodiversity. The landmark United Nations 
biodiversity report issued this spring was deeply 
alarming. Nature is in more trouble now than in any 
other time in human history. Up to one million species 
face extinction within our lifetime, and most “have 
insufficient habitat for long-term survival.” Experts 
consider this the strongest call to date to reverse the 
loss of nature. And habitat protection is key. The time 
to act is now. 

Thanks to the faithful support of our incredible 
donors, volunteers, landowners and conservation 
partners, we are making excellent progress in 
stemming the tide of biodiversity loss. We take solace 
in the federal government’s bold commitment to 
protect at least 17 percent of Canada’s land and 
inland waters by 2020—effectively doubling the 
amount of protected nature across the country. As 
you will read in this report, we seized this historic 
opportunity to increase the pace and scale of 
land conservation in Nova Scotia this past year—

protecting over 3,000 acres—as much land as 
it took our first 13 years to protect! We also co-
lead a ground-breaking biodiversity planning and 
conservation collaboration that aims to identify, 
prioritize and protect Nova Scotia’s most ecologically 
rich and imperilled natural areas.

Unprecedented public support for our “Lasting 
Landscapes” campaign clearly demonstrated to us 
that Nova Scotians are concerned about what they 
see happening to the landscapes around them, and 
are eager to step up and make a difference. 

Buoyed by these  unparalleled conservation gains, 
federal government commitment to biodiversity 
conservation, and impassioned supporters, friends 
and partners, we look to the coming year with 
optimism and hope. We see unique opportunities 
and major conservation gains for Nova Scotia. With 
new faces, innovative partnerships, hopeful funding 
prospects and your continued support, we are set 
to apply a fresh, creative focus in achieving the key 
solution to our most urgent biodiversity conservation 
issues in Nova Scotia: advancing permanent 
protection for priority conservation lands, and 
ensuring effective long-term care and stewardship for 
the lands entrusted to our care. The time is now! 

Thank you for all you do to help us meet our mission 
of ensuring that the special places we love and that 
are critical to the survival of our native biodiversity 
remain “forever wild”.  For nature and for people too. 
Now and into the future.  

Sincerely, 

OUR MANDATE
The Nova Scotia Nature Trust works to 
protect Nova Scotia’s outstanding natural 
legacy through private land conservation.
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Conservation Impact Made Possible

F ounded in 1994, the Nature Trust is 
dedicated to protecting Nova Scotia’s 
unique natural legacy. Our community-
based, private land conservation work 

is a critical complement to what governments can 
achieve, especially with over 65% of the province 
(85% of the coast), in private ownership. 

Your generous support for conservation action 
achieved unprecedented, inspiring biodiversity gains 
for Nova Scotia this year through permanent, legal 
protection of some of Nova Scotia’s most ecologically 
rich and important wild spaces.

Key Conservation 
Achievements in 2018/19
 
Saving the wild 

•	 Saved 19 new Conservation Lands
•	 Leveraged over $5 million to protect 3,200 acres 

of high priority lands across the province in less 
than six months through our historic Lasting 
Landscapes campaign. It took us 13 years to 
conserve our first 3,000 acres!

•	 Launched the Urban Wildlands program to protect 
greenspace and provide opportunities to explore 
nature close home

•	 Conducted targeted landowner education with 
the owners of Nova Scotia’s most ecologically 
rich, important and imperilled natural areas to 
encourage formal land protection

•	 Completed conservation analyses and site 
assessments for hundreds of land donation  
or purchase inquiries 

Collaboration and Conservation Planning 

•	 Co-led a ground-breaking province-wide 
collaboration with experts from land trust, 
government, scientific, academic and Mi’kmaw 
partners aiming to significantly and strategically 
advance biodiversity conservation 
 

•	 Led consultations with experts to identify key 
barriers and opportunities to accelerate and grow 
private and Indigenous land conservation 

•	 Initiated a renewed science-based planning and 
prioritization of conservation opportunities for 
Nature Trust focus 

•	 Created a plan for a targeted outreach program 
with the top priority landowners

•	 Advanced work on multiple conservation sites to 
be secured in 2019/20 

•	 Participated in the Kespukwitk Conservation 
Collaborative (Southwest Nova) aimed at 
conservation planning, stewardship and 
integrating Indigenous conservation perspectives

•	 Participated in consultations and collaborative 
planning around national and provincial 
conservation policies, research and programs 

•	 Participated on a leadership team shaping a new 
national conservation program for land trusts 
under the Canada Nature Fund to launch in 2019
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Lasting Landscapes Campaign – An 
Historic Win for Biodiversity in Nova 
Scotia  

In response to the growing biodiversity 
crisis, the Government of Canada has 
committed to protecting 17% of our 
lands for biodiversity by 2020. To meet 
this ambitious target, the Government 
made the largest investment in 
biodiversity in Canadian history – $1.3 
billion. The Government chose a few key 
conservation leaders across the country 
to deliver “quick wins” for Canada by 
March 2019—significant, immediate 
biodiversity conservation gains to build 
momentum for their new biodiversity 
vison. The Nature Trust was one of the 
leaders selected. 

We seized this chance for unprecedented federal 
biodiversity investment to embark on the most 
ambitious land conservation (and associated 
fundraising) challenge in our 25 year history: the 
Lasting Landscapes Campaign. 
 
Thanks to an incredible outpouring of public support, 
this historic campaign surpassed its targets! We 
were able to leverage over $5 million to protect 3,200 
acres of high priority lands, advancing our signature 
conservation projects all across the province in less 
than six months. 

Donations to the campaign were matched at a rate 
of 4 to 1 by the Government of Canada and the Nova 
Scotia Crown Share Land Legacy Trust.

As part of this initiative, we also co-led efforts to 
bring together conservation experts from land trusts, 
government, scientific and Mi’kmaw communities 
across the province to explore opportunities for 
synergies, collaboration and strategic biodiversity 
conservation planning and action. It has been an 
unparalleled and truly encouraging collaboration. 

Great things are on the horizon for nature in Nova 
Scotia.
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lands – over 3,800 
acres saved  
this year
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protected
forever

years of inspiring 
conservation 
action
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Celebrating 25 Years of Conservation Success

A s we look back on a quarter century of 
land conservation action, the story is 
truly inspiring. Twenty five years ago a 
small group of concerned citizens came 

together, worried about what they saw happening 
on the land around them, and recognizing the huge 
challenge of protecting nature in a landscape so 
fragmented, subdivided and largely privately owned. 
They envisioned a charitable organization, a land 
trust, which could solve the urgent challenges 
and need for private land conservation in Nova 
Scotia. They envisioned an organization which 
could educate, engage, inspire and collaborate 
with landowners, local communities, countless 
volunteers and conservation partners to protect Nova 
Scotia’s unique natural legacy—through private land 
conservation. 

Fast forward 25 years and we see that vision fulfilled. 
We see tangible, lasting land conservation results. 
Our growing network of conservation lands now 
encompasses 114 protected areas safeguarding over 
14,500 acres of Nova Scotia’s best natural areas. We 

have been able to significantly advance conservation 
of priority landscapes, habitats and wildlife all across 
the province, and build a trusted, respected and 
deeply valued conservation ally for Nova Scotians. 

Thank you to everyone who has been a part of this 
exciting conservation journey.

29 98
species at risk 
protected by 
Nature Trust 
properties

landowners/
families who 
have protected 
land with the 
Nature Trust

How We Save Land

Donation /Conservation Easement
71 sites, 8500 acres

Purchase
43 sites, 6100 acres
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What Our Conservation 
Lands Protect 

•	  56 conservation lands 
protecting species at risk (over 
6,400 acres)

•	 61 conservation lands providing 
freshwater habitat (over 8,700 
acres)

•	 59 conservation lands 
protecting important coastal 
habitats (over 7,830 acres)

•	 21 conservation lands 
safeguarding old and unique 
forests (over 3,600 acres)
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A - Seal Island 
The renowned Seal Island, on the outermost extreme of Southwest Nova 

Scotia, is an important sanctuary for bird life along the Atlantic Flyway. Over 
330 species of birds have been recorded there, including a wide variety of at-

risk and rare migrant species. The island is a critical stopover for migratory 
birds and year-round home for many others. With bird populations in 

alarming decline, protecting 600 acres of Seal Island provides much-needed 
habitat and hope for bird conservation and recovery.

C - Barren Meadow 
Turtle Sanctuary 
An ‘inholding’ of private land 
within a 4500 acre Nature Reserve 
(designation pending) provides 
critical freshwater habitat for 
endangered Blanding’s Turtle and 
threatened Eastern Ribbonsnake. 
The new lands ensure a wildlife 
corridor connecting nesting, 
overwintering, feeding and 
basking habitat for some of 
Canada’s rarest reptiles.

B - Belliveau Lake 
Generously donated by Mary 
Guptill and Delbé Comeau, La 
Grande Isle, on Belliveau Lake, 
Digby County, is home to rare 
plants including the Sweet 
Pepperbush. It is one of only two 
protected habitats in Canada 
for this rare plant. The island’s 
beautiful mature hardwood 
forests and undisturbed 
lakeshore add to its conservation 
values. 

D - Pennant River 
Three hundred acres of beautiful, 
accessible wildlands on the 
Pennant River are just 20 minutes 
from downtown Halifax. These 
conservation lands near Sambro 
include “The Brook,” a treasured 
swimming spot, fishing hole 
and hiking trail. These lands 
encompass both sides of the river, 
lakeshore, coastal forests and 
barrens adjacent to the Terrance 
Bay Wilderness Area. The lands 
were entrusted to our care through 
an anonymous land donation.
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E - Frederick Lake 
This 100 acre near-urban 
wildland is surrounded by the Five 
Bridge Lakes Wilderness Area, a 
vast, wild landscape of rugged, 
rocky barrens, unique forests 
and lakes, home to endangered 
mainland moose and rare plants, 
birds and lichens. The shoreline 
property forms part of the well-
known and loved scenic vista 
viewed from the Bluff Wilderness 
Trail’s Mi’kmaw Hill Loop Lookoff.

F - Cobequid Hills 
A vast forest and freshwater 
wilderness, home to endangered 
mainland moose, turtles, 
birds, rare old growth forests, 
ravines, wetlands, bogs, and 
the headwaters of one of the 
province’s healthiest rivers. 
The new site builds on existing 
protected lands, together 
preserving 5000 contiguous 
acres of forested wilderness.

H - St. Mary’s River
Four new properties add to a 
growing wilderness corridor 
on the iconic St. Mary’s: over 
1,300 acres and 21 kilometers of 
shoreline. Together with crown 
lands slated for protection, a 
9000 acre, 50 kilometer “ribbon 
of green” will protect towering old 
growth forests, rare floodplains, 
endangered turtles, birds and 
Atlantic Salmon.

I - Mabou Highlands
A major assemblage of 11 
contiguous properties preserves 
a spectacular coastal wilderness 
of hardwood forests, brooks and 
ravines, rugged seashore and 
popular hiking trails. Together 
with the adjacent Wilderness Area 
(pending designation), we will 
be protecting over 5800 acres of 
Cape Breton wildlands.

J - Baddeck River 
Wilderness
Securing an “inholding” of private 
land in the provincial Baddeck 
River Wilderness Area removes 
a major biodiversity threat and 
creates a critical landscape 
link. Its protection ensures the 
future of a 6200 acre Cape 
Breton wilderness of old growth 
forests and river habitats, home 
to endangered Lynx and Pine 
Marten.
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G - 100 Wild Islands
One of North America’s last 
great ecologically rich and wild 
coastal island archipelagos, the 
islands support every coastal 
habitat in the province, from 
pristine sand beaches and dunes 
to vast barrens, bogs, wetlands 
and coastal rainforests. This 
new conservation site on Gerard 
Island brings even more of the 
wild islands—a natural treasure 
and wilderness recreation 
mecca—under protection.
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S aving land is only the beginning for 
effective, lasting conservation.  When lands 
are entrusted to our care, we commit to 
protecting them, forever.  

You help us to meet this promise by maintaining 
an active land stewardship program, including 
management planning, field research, property 
monitoring, enforcement of conservation restrictions, 
and habitat stewardship and restoration. Ongoing 
community outreach helps to reduce threats, engage 
more Nova Scotians in hands-on conservation, 
and identify potential conservation allies. With a 
growing conservation lands network and growing 
pressures and threats facing these lands, increasing 
our capacity to monitor, manage and care for our 
conservation lands is an urgent priority. 

Your support helped us to build our land stewardship 
team and expertise this year. We also conducted a 
major program review and researched best practices 
for land stewardship in the land trust community.

We rely on the expertise and volunteer energy of 
many conservation friends, including scientists, 
community partners, neighbouring landowners 
and volunteers, particularly, our incredible 
“Property Guardians” who act as our eyes and 
ears on the ground and as valued ambassadors 
in the community. You helped us build on these 
relationships and partnerships this year.

Key Stewardship Achievements
•	 Carried out monitoring and on-the-ground 

stewardship for our growing conservation lands 
network (114 sites and counting!)

•	 Completed site assessments and baseline studies 
for our new conservation lands

•	 Created long-term property management plans to 
ensure we can keep nature thriving, forever

•	 Continued building a joint management strategy 
with the Province to guide conservation and 
stewardship of the vast and complex 100 Wild 
Islands coastal wilderness

•	 Introduced new technologies to enhance our 
stewardship efforts, from trail cameras to field 
tablets, and aerial drone surveys

•	 Implemented an Engagement Organizing Model 
for our Property Guardians program to increase 
its power and impact by significantly growing 
community engagement, capacity, effectiveness 
and efficiency. We are piloting this new approach 
on the St. Mary’s River and 100 Wild Islands 

•	 Identified priority regions/conservation sites for 
Property Guardian recruitment and initiated new 
volunteer recruitment strategies

•	 Grew our Property Guardians program by 90% 
with the help of our new, dedicated Volunteer 
Coordinator

•	 Birds Eye View volunteers contributed 270 birding 
hours, helping to guide our stewardship work

Looking After Forever—Thanks to Your Support
Stewardship: Caring for Lands we Protect
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Volunteers maintained trails and removed graffiti, 
litter and fire rings as part of stewardship efforts at 
our new Pennant River Conservation Lands.

One of our valuable business partners, Nature’s 
Way Canada, not only provides important multi-
year funding but also dedicates volunteer time and 
energy to the cause. Twenty-four Nature’s Way team 
members spent a day in the woods with us, gaining 
first-hand experience in land stewardship

Volunteer Profile 

K im McCallum and her children 
Johanna and Ben were thrilled when 

their beloved West Pennant River came into 
the care of the Nature Trust. They knew that 
this much loved-local fishing, hiking and 
swimming spot would remain a haven of 
wild nature, and that they’d continue to have 
access to it.

Now Kim, Johanna and Ben are pleased 
to be Guardians of the River, walking it 
regularly, cleaning up trash, reporting 
and removing fire pits, and providing on-
going updates on the land, trail and wildlife 
sightings. Even the family dogs enjoy 
their rambles and the smells of people 
and wildlife they find there. For Johanna, 
swimming is a favourite summertime 
activity. Ben loves to explore in the shallows 
for rocks, marbles and other treasures that 
wash up. Kim loves the solitude and the wild 
nature she finds there. Enjoying the West 
Pennant River is truly a family affair which 
young Ben urges us all to “not take for 
granted”.

Volunteers in Action

W e simply could not achieve such 
conservation results without the 
incredible talent and dedication of 
hundreds of volunteers. They help 

out in diverse ways from running special events to 
providing expertise, helping on committees, taking 
photos, writing articles and helping in the office.

We are grateful for all who generously dedicate time, talent and energy 
to advancing land conservation in Nova Scotia! Thank you!

To join our volunteer team today, contact our Volunteer Coordinator, 
Ryan MacLean (ryan@nsnt.ca) or visit nsnt.ca/volunteer

Corey Isenor
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Education & Outreach

T he educational programming you support provides Nova Scotians, young and old, with the 
opportunity to explore and learn about nature right in nature’s classroom. Unique hands-on 
educational experiences help to build awareness and support for land conservation to reduce 
threats to wild spaces and species. Our programs also provide citizens with the knowledge, skills 

and training they need to take an active role in saving and stewarding the places they love.

This year, through your generosity, we hosted another well-
attended series of guided educational hikes, paddling excursions 
and boat tours. 

Photos top left to bottom right:  Partnered with the Clean Foundation to advance coastal habitat 
restoration; “Bioblitz” in the Wentworth Valley; Birds Eye View volunteers documenting birds and bird habitat; 
Guided hike participants on the St. Mary’s River; 100 Wild Islands adventure; Inaugural nature excursion to 
the new Pennant River Conservation Lands.

Connecting With Nature Event Series 

In the Community

We held community events educating local residents about 
our conservation work and celebrating new protected areas at 
Mitchell’s Pool on the St. Mary’s River as  well as the Pennant  
River Conservation Lands, just outside of downtown Halifax. 

Students from Acadia’s Community Development Program lead a community engagement initiative in the 
Pennant River area, helping to build awareness and support for our new Urban Wildlands.
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Mark Your Calendar!
Conservation Showcase June 18
100 Wild Islands Hike/Paddle July 20
Mabou Highlands Celebration July 27

Urban Wildlands Hike September 7
Nature Trust Annual Dinner October 17
See more at nsnt.ca/events

To receive regular updates by email, call (902) 425-5263 or visit nsnt.ca

O n September 22, 2018, a group of 
dedicated adventurers travelled to 
Ecuador on the Nature Trust’s third 
Expedition for the Earth. Participants 

explore and learn about protected areas around the 
world on a guided adventure trek and raise funds and 
awareness for conservation here at home.  
 
Ecuador is one of the world’s biodiversity hotspots 
and the team spent seven days exploring the cloud 
forests and upper amazon basin, fascinating crater 
lakes and dormant volcanoes. The trek was expertly 
guided by Berg Adventures International.

Henry Fuller was the first person to sign up for this 
year’s Expedition and celebrated his 72nd birthday 
on the trip, as well as his 20-year anniversary of 
volunteering on the Nature Trust Board. 

“The chance to help protect special places in Nova 
Scotia while visiting a part of the world that has 
always been on my bucket list is an opportunity I 
would not have missed,” said Henry. 

Participants cover their own expenses and commit to 
raising a minimum of $2,500 for the Nature Trust. To 
date, Expeditions to Patagonia (2013), Iceland (2016), 
and Ecuador (2018) have raised over $100,000 for 
land conservation in Nova Scotia.

Annual Dinner

Our 21st Annual Dinner & Auction was a great 
success, thanks to the generous support of nearly 
500 guests – our highest attendance ever! 

We honoured Paul and Marsha Sobey, David and 
Faye Sobey and their families with the Nature Trust 
2018 Conservation Award for their outstanding 
commitment to and leadership in conservation on the 
St. Mary’s River

Cooked Photography

Ecuador Expedition for the Earth  

Cooked Photography
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Our Supporters
Our conservation achievements are only possible 
because of the dedicated support and generosity of our 
donors, advisors, land donors, conservation partners 
and volunteers. Thank you! You are creating a tangible 
and lasting legacy, keeping Nova Scotia forever wild.

Land/Conservation Easement Donors

John & Janet Abriel
F. Towne & the late Tucke 

(Tara) Allen
Murray, Jamie & Reid 

Anderson
Dale Archibald
Ron Archibald
J Bottger, F Lawrence, B & 

A Stephens, B Stephens, 
M Zwicker & the late H 
Backus

Farley Blackman
Bruce Blakemore &  

Hugh Jones
The late Shirley &  

Sandy Cameron

Bert & Winnifred Campbell
The late Mildred Clem
The late Eric & Frances 

Cleveland
Harris Connor
W. Hardy & Barbara 

Eshbaugh
Chris, Kenneth, Nick, Nigel, 

Peter, Rob & the late 
Roger Field

Irene Forbes
Gerald B. &  

the late Mary E. Freeman
Marjorie G. Freeman
Peter & Tanya Freeman  

& sons

Henry W. Fuller
Paul Gauthier
Roger Gerard
Mary Guptill &  

Delbé Comeau
Suzanne & the late John 

Gutting
The late Rudy Haase
The late Gail & Jack Herbin
Mary E. Hunter
The late Walter &  

Elizabeth Kauzmann
Charlotte Keen
Randall & Brenda Knox
The late Jeanne Lange
Irene, James, Roger & the 

late Vivian Walworth,  
and David & the late  
Cornelia Learnard

Stewart & the late Mary 
Lindsay

The late Dan Livingstone
Maynard MacAskill
Agnes, Corinne, Murray 

& the late Paul & Mary 
Napier & Ben MacIntosh

Rosaleen McDonald
Kent McNew
David & Gertrude Miller
Claire Mowat & the late 

Farley Mowat
The late Desmond &  

Janet Piers
George & Sylvia Plater
Kabir, Munju, Sally &  

Ravi Ravindra

The late Thomas Rossiter
David & Abby Rumsey
Alastair Saunders & 

Christine Corston
David & Faye Sobey
Paul & Marsha Sobey
Dusan Soudek
The late Robert Stead
Patrick Stewart
Sharon Taylor
The late John Forbes 

Thompson
Carolyn, Jessica, Roger, 

Rory, Sharon and the late 
Robert & Marylou Treat

Alberto Trillo
Stanley & Gail Watkins
Gregor Wilson &  

Erica van Vulpen
Ned & Bill Zimmerman & 

Susan Hauer
Acadia Broadcasting Ltd.
Acadia University
Dalhousie University
Friends of Nature 

Conservation Society
Kimberly-Clark
Mowat Environmental 

Institute
Nova Scotia Bird Society
Town of Wolfville
Anonymous donors

Legacy Circle 
 

Our legacy circle members have 
generously given a gift of land, 

conservation easement or other 
planned gift (such as naming us as 

the beneficiary of a bequest, life 
insurance policy or RRSP)
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PLANNED GIFT DONORS

David & Seely Alder
Doris Arnold
Butch & Debbie Atkinson
Bob Bancroft & Alice Reed
Anne Bastedo & Richard 

Lane
Bruce Blakemore & Hugh 

Jones
Donald & Carolyn Bolivar
John Brazner & Meg Raven
Ron & Carol Buckley
William Burke & Catherine 

Oliver
Christopher & Gillian Childs
The late Curtis Chipman
Ed & Linda Chirico
Marion Clarke
The late Eric & Frances 

Cleveland
Byron Corner & Patricia 

Robertson-Corner
Carl Crawley
The late Harry Cross
Denny Emory
James & Cora Fanning
Henry W. Fuller
Sharon Glynn
Alain Godbout & Carolyn 

Humphreys
Donna Goyetche
David Gunn
Sue Hayden
Earl Heller
Medea & Allan Holtz

Klaus Jensen
Paul & Barbara Kent
Marjorie Kildare
The late John Kinley
John Lindsay
John & Susan Lowry
Jean E. Marsh
Clinton Muise
Ernie Mundell
Rochelle Owen
Terrence Paris
The late Sifford Pearre
The late Drake Petersen
Darlene Ricker
Allan Rodger
Jason Roth & Cheryl 

Steadman-Roth
The late Nancy Scobbie
Helen & Chris Seymour
Katharine Sircom
Grant & Corrie Spearman
Darlene & the late Jack 

Stone
Deborah Stover
David & Patricia Watson
Bruce & Maxine Wells
The late Janina Sarian 

Wesenhagen
Ann Wetmore
Jeanne Wilson
Anonymous donors

Anne Campbell &  
John Lindsay

Fred & Nancy Chipman
Byron Corner & Patricia 

Robertson-Corner
Chris & Hiya Field
Henry W. Fuller
Helga Guderley
Verna J. Higgins
John H. Himmelman
Klaus & Joan Jensen
Bob & Peggy (Colthart) 

McCalla

Bob & Wendy 
McDonald

Judy Robertson & 
Daughters

Paul & Susan Scott
Susan Sherwin & 

Richmond Campbell
Rick & Janet Whitman
Gregor Wilson &  

Erica van Vulpen
Anonymous donors

GUARDIANS OF THE LAND

The Guardians of the Land are faithful 
supporters who commit to a multi-year, 
unrestricted gift. Guardians invest significantly 
in Nova Scotia’s natural legacy and help shape 
the future of land conservation.  
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Schmidt
Christine & Lloyd 

Aikenhead
Kathy Aldous
Kenneth E. Allison
Greg & Suzanne Amos
Doris Arnold
Ronald Arsenault & Wanda 

Cummings Arsenault
Nancy & Tom Austin
Janet Baker
Bob Bancroft & Alice Reed
David Bauld & Barb 

McLaughlin
Karen Beazley
Roy & Gertrude Bishop
Geoff & Tamzen Black
L. Clarke Blynn
Matthew Boates
Allan C. Bonnyman
Paul & Mary Bottomley
Nathan Brett & Anne Gillies
Ron & Carol Buckley
Debra Burleson & 

Christopher Purcell
Peggy Cameron
Ian F. Cameron
Julie & James Chandler
Yvon & Malinda Chouinard
Astrid Cisar & Alexander 

Erlach
Geoffrey Clark & Martha 

Fuller Clark
Robert & Peggy Conrad
Sharon & Brent Conrad
Henry & Elizabeth Cooper
Alan & Mary Jane Covert
Jeff Covert
Carl Crawley
Charles C. Cron
Gregory & Sandy Crosby
Steven Cummings & Donna 

Llewellyn-Cummings
Hurley Delorey
Helen Dickie
Catharine Dickie
Mary Ellen Donovan
Marcel L. Doucet
Peter Drummond 

Corinne & Jack Duffy
Joe Duffy
Janet & Andrew Durnford
Christopher Elson
Denny Emory
W. Hardy & Barbara 

Eshbaugh
Glen Estill
James & Cora Fanning
Judy Farnell
Amy Farnell
Debby Farnell-Rudolph & 

Tom Rudolph
Jane Filbee
Bill Fitzgerald & Trudy 

O’Keefe
Matthew Foley & Swantje 

Jahn
Susan MacAlpine Foshay
Fred & Elizabeth Fountain
George & Patricia Fraser
David & Diane Freeman
Peter & Tanya Freeman
H. Wayne Garland
Donald & Joleen Gordon
Bill & Kathy Greenwood
David Gunn
Brian & June Hall
Jana Hansen
Greg & Cathy Haverstock
Bill and Sue Hay
Dave Hebb & Pam Auld
Tom Herman & Kathleen 

Fuller
Nancy & Paul Hill
Henry Holtz
Christopher Hopgood
Leslie Houck
Susan Hunter
Mary E. Hunter
Maura Hunter
Jeannette Janssen & 

Nauzer Kalyaniwalla
Paul & Barbara Kent
Mike Kohler & Jamesie 

Coolican
Ethel Kostman
Clifford & Jill Langin
René E. Lavoie
Jim Lawley

Stewart Lindsay
Christine Lindsay & Andrew 

Stodart
Neal Livingston
Shawn Llewellyn
Kirk & Beth MacCulloch
Margaret MacDonald
Troy MacDonald
Chris & Karen MacDougall
Marie MacInnes
Keith & Dany MacIntyre
H. Marguerite MacLean
Rod & Robin MacLennan
Lou & Kathryn Maroun
Julie & Jeff Marshall
The McCrea Family
Gillian McCulloch
Brenda McIntyre & Andre 

MacNeil
Patricia McKay
Ken McKenna
Michele McKenzie
Mary C. McLaren
Ella McQuinn & Lorne 

Vaasjo
Rob & Jane Merchant
Eric & Anne Mills
Catherine A. Milne
Karen Miner & Daniel 

Kehler
William Moffatt
Bruce & Susan Moxley
Nancy L. Nickerson
Tobias Slade Norwood
Claire Nowlan & Todd 

Calder
Stephen & Suzanne 

O’Regan
Rochelle Owen & Jane Allen
Terrence Paris
Alan Parish & Sandra 

Sackett
Edith Patterson
Peter & Linda Payzant
Richard Peckham & 

Maureen Nowlan
Grant & Phyllis Putnam
Catherine Read
Maggie & Fred Rice

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
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MAJOR  
INDIVIDUAL 

SUPPORTERS

Andrew Ritcey & Virginia 
Veinot

Nancy Robinson Villarroel
Allan Rodger
Jason Roth & Cheryl 

Steadman-Roth
Alastair Saunders & 

Christine Corston
Laura & John Saunders
David Sawatzky
Ian Sherman
Janet & Lorne Simpson
Antony & Lynne Simpson
Katharine Sircom
Graham & Susan Smith
Whipple Smith & Jim 

Kanellakos
Dale Smith
Paul & Marsha Sobey
David & Faye Sobey
Dusan Soudek
Valerie MacDonald & Jim 

Spatz
Cindy Staicer & Alan Pinder
John Stanton & Ruth 

Jackson
David Steele
David Stevenson & Judy 

Manchester
Darlene Stone
Marc St-Onge
Robert A. Street
Ed & Mary Anne Sulis
Philip Taylor & Jennifer 

Miner
Thillet-Leys Family
Eric Thomson
Bruce Towler & Judy Steele
June Trenholm
Stanley Van Dyke & Linda 

Cameron
David & Cynthia 

VanderZwaag
Howard Waugh
Robert Williams & Glenda 

MacKinnon
David K. Wilson
Barry & Elizabeth Yoell
Anonymous donors

Nancy Margeson – Nature as the Beneficiary

A s a retired professional fundraiser in the healthcare sector, Nancy 
Margeson knows a thing or two about options for people looking to 

support a favoured cause. So when she chose to make a planned gift to the 
Nature Trust, she knew exactly why this was the right choice for her. 

For Nancy, life is about memories, and that’s a big part of her motivation to 
support the Nature Trust. “There’s something about preserving childhood 
memories, saving what we remember from our youth. It just feels so good 
to be able to protect those memories for others to enjoy, forever.” 

Like many people of her generation, Nancy grew up with the natural world 
as her playground. She spent summers swimming in the wild Atlantic with 
family trips to breathtaking beaches like Taylor’s Head, Clam Harbour and 
Martinique. Winters were spent tobogganing and skating on the West 
River.

“As a board member, I got to really understand and appreciate the Nature 
Trust – the simplicity of the organization’s mandate and the quiet efficiency 
was such a breath of fresh air.” 

When it came to planning her legacy, Nancy chose to take out a life 
insurance policy naming the Nature Trust named as beneficiary. “I don’t 
have the capital to leave a bequest, but this way I can leave a substantial 
sum, and the cumulative tax deduction from my yearly premiums will 
help offset any duties on my estate.” Nancy elected to leave her gift 
unencumbered – meaning she is leaving it up to the Nature Trust to decide 
how her gift should be used. 

Nancy’s eyes well up with emotion as she explains her rationale. “It makes 
me feel so good to be able to do this. If you can do something that affects 
the whole province, and feel so good personally, why wouldn’t you do it?” 
(contributed by Andrew Robinson)
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MAJOR ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORTERS

Aethera Technologies
Angelin Ltd.
Ashley Family Foundation
Atlantic Gold Corporation
Atlantic Hepatology 

Services Inc.
Bend Beauty Inc
Black River Wind Limited
Boomerswork Employment 

Services Inc
Boyneclarke LLP
Bras d’Or Stewardship 

Society
Bread & Better Small 

Business Solutions Inc
Cantwell & Company
CIBC Wood Gundy
Clayton Orthodontics Inc.
Clean Foundation
Clearwater Seafoods 

Limited Partnership
Cobequid Trail Consulting 

Ltd
Collins Barrow
Connor Clark and Lunn 

Foundation

Cruising Club of America: 
Bras D’Or Station

David and Faye Sobey 
Foundation

Destination Eastern and 
Northumberland Shores 
Assoc

East Coast Credit Union
EcoAdvisors Inc
Efficiency Nova Scotia
Encana Corporation
Farnell Packaging Limited
Fedex
Gateway Insurance Group
George F. Wade Foundation
Government of Canada
Grant Thornton
Halifax Foundation
Halifax Regional 

Municipality
Jost Vineyards Limited
M5 Marketing
Maritimes & Northeast 

Pipeline
McInnes Cooper

Mersey Tobeatic Research 
Institute

Michelin
Middlefield Investments
Mine Yours and Ours 

Fisheries Ltd
Municipal Group of 

Companies
Namslas Ltd.
Nature Canada
Nature’s Way of Canada Ltd
Nova Scotia Crown Share 

Land Legacy Trust
Nova Scotia Species at Risk 

Conservation Fund
Nova Scotia Department 

of Labour and Advanced 
Education

Nova Scotia Department of 
Lands and Forestry

Nova Scotia Environment
Oland Brewery
O’Regan’s Automotive 

Group
Parts for Trucks
Patagonia Halifax

Pratt & Whitney Canada
R. Howard Webster 

Foundation
RBC Foundation
RBC Royal Bank
Russell Investments 

Canada
Sabourin Family Foundation
Scotiabank
SMUES
Stantec
Stevens Group of 

Companies
Stewart McKelvey
TD Bank Group
TD Friends of the 

Environment Foundation
Wilson Fuel Company 

Limited

 “A promising trend this year was the increase in 
long-time supporters becoming monthly donors. 
Monthly donors help once at the time the gift is 
made, and then again by saving the Nature Trust 
the costs of postage, paper and administration. 
Knowing those donations are there each month 
really helps with planning, budgeting and being 
agile and responsive to emerging conservation 
opportunities.”  
(Barbara Haley, Philanthropy Director)

Lenn Wagg
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Christina & William 
Andrecyk

Andrea Arbic
Doris Arnold
Michael Basford
Karen Beazley
Richard & Grace Beazley
Bruce Blakemore & Hugh 

Jones
Paul & Mary Bottomley
Timothy Boudreau & 

Michelle Phillips
Dennis Braun
Tim Brooks
Vivien Broomfield
Ron & Carol Buckley
Robert Cameron & Julie 

Towers
Anne Campbell & John 

Lindsay
A. Jean Carr
Daphne & Wilf Carter
Ruth Chandler
Hugh & Tania Chipman
John Crace and Pamela 

Scott-Crace
James Crawford
Carl Crawley
Elizabeth Crocker
Nil d’Entremont
Megan & Kevin Deveaux
Richard Donat
Peter Drummond
Rex & Heather Dunn
Dan Earle & Sue Hutchins
Karen Elfendahl-Taetz
Derek Fenton & Allison 

Denning
Gloria M. Fletcher
Beth Furey
Carol & Charlie Gass
Dawn & Brad George
Lorna Gillis

Alain Godbout & Carolyn 
Humphreys

Ellen Gordon
A. Louise Grinstead
Helga Guderley & John 

Himmelman
Richard Hamilton
Anthony Harding
Sue Hayden
Christophe Herbinger
Nancy & Paul Hill
Bob & Dessie Howard
Andrew & Robin Hurst
Lisa Isaacman
Marty & Susanna Janowitz
Jeannette Janssen & 

Nauzer Kalyaniwalla
Margaret Jennings
G. Lorraine Jones
Patrick Kelly
Hugh & Sheila Kindred
Arthur & Elizabeth 

Knowlton
Mike Kohler & Jamesie 

Coolican
Susan Kulik
Sam Lamey & Mary 

MacInnis
Robin Levy
Steven Lewis
K. Eleanor Lindsay
Rosmarie Lohnes
Helen Louisy
Mary Macaulay
Margaret MacDonald
Troy MacDonald
Keith & Dany MacIntyre
Ron MacKay & Jenny de 

Zoete
Lori MacPherson
Maria McGowan
Mary C. McLaren
Holly Melanson

Eric & Anne Mills
Karen Mitchell
Suzanne Morton
Bruce & Susan Moxley
Sandra & Terry Murphy
Mary Kate Needler
Gary & Janet Ness
John Newbery
Mathew & Kate Newton
Rochelle Owen & Jane Allen
Anne & Michael Patrick
Ian Pineau & Diana 

Komejan
Carol Putnam
Weldon & Beverly Reid
Maggie & Fred Rice
Kurt Sampson
A.C. Bryan Savege
Danielle S. Sharp
Diana Shelley
Katharine Sircom
Elizabeth Sircom
Dale Smith
Dusan Soudek
Cindy Staicer & Alan Pinder
Jason & Heather Stayko
David Stevenson & Judy 

Manchester
Tim Surette
Sutherland-Cassidy Family
Lester Swansburg
Cristine Thompson
Keith Thompson
Mark Tipperman
Gerald & Anne Tokaruk
Donna Tufaro
Erwin & Diane Wanderer
Jim Wolford & Patricia 

Hawes
Lynne Wordsworth
Anonymous donors

MONTHLY SUPPORTERS

MAJOR “IN-KIND” DONATIONS

Agenda Managers
Allen Print
Atlantic Canada 

Conservation Data Centre

Boyneclarke LLP
Coastal Drywall Ltd
ESRI Canada
Freeman Audio Visual

Powersmith Electrical Inc
rcs construction
Rodney Enterprises Ltd
Thermohomes
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Ray Allen
Jeffrey William Amos
Ryan Booth
Harry Brennan
Roscoe W. Campbell
Katherine Clough
Marjorie J. Crawford
Douglas Day
Ann A. Estill
Bill Farrell
Bill Freedman
Burris Gerrard and Ethel 

Connor
Keith Graham
Donald Vye Graham
Rudy Haase

John Andrew Harvey
Victor Hayes
Jack and Gail Herbin
Hilary
Margaret Bliss Jangaard
Ruth Josey
Kristopher Mark Keddy
Michael Kuhn
William (Bill) Francis Kyte
Roland and Vera LeBlanc
Linda Lepore
Graham B. Lutwick
Carmelita MacEachern
Clarence W. MacIntosh
Sarah MacLennan
Knud Madsen

Kathryn Hope McClure
Frances Joan McCullough
Barbara McDermott
Lorna Mitchell
Carolyn Mudge
Brian Muise
Bill Naftel
Paul Napier
Jacques Nazaretian
Malcolm O’Connell
Uta Othmer
Leonard Patriquin
Betty Peterson
Ted Pettit
Jean Rosner
Richard Salsman

Joseph Savage
Frank Sebastiano
Peter M. Sheehan
Edwin Sherin
Janet Stapleton
Jean Stensrud
Jim and Doris Sutherland
Sloane Sutherland
Donald Howard Tait
Don Wigney
Susan Wood
Cliff and Norma Worden
Roel Joseph Wyman
Ted Young

A fter successful careers 
teaching and doing 

research at Université 
Laval, Quebec City, John 
Himmelman and Helga 
Guderley are happy to tend 
their gardens and enjoy the 
views from their home in 
Boutiliers Point, overlooking 
the beautiful waters of 
St Margaret’s Bay. But 
retirement for this couple 
does not simply mean 
sitting back and enjoying 
the fruits of a successful life – both are active in 
many ways with various conservation groups, 
including the Nature Trust.  

John and Helga recently became Guardians of 
the Land - a program designed as a tangible way 
for our most loyal and dedicated supporters to 
invest in protecting our natural legacy. Guardians 
recognize both the need for ongoing and 
significant support to enable us to plan for the 
future and to guarantee the sustainability of the 

conservation work we do, 
as well as the importance of 
providing unrestricted funds 
to ensure we are able to 
address the areas of greatest 
need. As Guardians, they 
can choose whether to make 
a pledge over a three, four or 
five year term. 

For Helga and John 
their decision to support 
organizations like the Nature 
Trust is simple. “If we are to 

preserve our environment, we have to be active,” 
says Helga. “We need to speak up, but we also 
need to take action. The Nature Trust has created 
an excellent model for others to follow, working 
with so many diverse groups to bring their mission 
to fruition.” (Contributed by Andrew Robinson)

Helga Guderley and John Himmelman: Active Guardians of the Land



When you name the Nova Scotia Nature Trust as a beneficiary in your will,  
you are creating a natural legacy that will endure forever. Your gift, no  
matter what size, will save and protect important wild places for nature  
and for people too, for now and for generations to come.

To learn more about leaving a gift in your will: 
Visit: nsnt.ca/giving/leave-a-legacy  Call: 1-877-434-5263  Email: barbara@nsnt.ca

Create aNaturalLegacy 
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The Nature Trust is operated 
by a skilled professional staff 
under the guidance of a 
volunteer Board of Directors.

Financials
In 2018/19 we invested $5.29 million (92% of 
expenses) in our charitable programs including 
land conservation, stewardship, education 
and engagement. We maintained a healthy 
balance sheet, with no long-term debt, $16.9 
million in conservation lands and $5.88 million 
in endowment funds – a testament to our 
commitment to organizational sustainability 
and meeting our long-term land stewardship 
commitments. Our financial statements are 
audited annually by an external auditor. 

Investments are managed by investment 
professionals Connor, Clark and Lunn, 
overseen by our Investment Committee, and 
subject to our updated investment policy.

NAture’s House
We continued to phase 2 of converting our 
building to “Nature’s House,”  bringing our nature 
conservation mission into the city by enhancing and 
showcasing native biodiversity, water and energy 
conservation. This summer big changes will be 
happening as the project continues!

Invest in Nature
Another incredible year of conservation gains lies ahead, with exciting new land campaigns, innovations in 

land stewardship, a province-wide volunteer drive and new philanthropic opportunities. 

Your support makes all the difference. Please give generously to keep Nova Scotia wild, forever.

Donate today. 
nsnt.ca or 902-425-5263

Printed on recycled paper with soy based inks. 

Board Members (2018/2019)
Hari Balasubramanian
Sherman Boates
Rick Emberley, (Chair)
Henry Fuller
Keith MacIntyre (Treasurer)
Ken MacLean
Rochelle Owen
Judy Robertson
Paul Scott
Dale Smith
Whipple Smith
Chris Wilson (Secretary)
Gregor Wilson  (Vice Chair)

STAFF (2018/19)
Jessica Bradford, Conservation Project Coordinator
Fiona Brooks, Conservation Project Coordinator
Allison Dubé, Conservation Project Coordinator
Ross Firth, Director of Conservation
Barbara Haley, Philanthropy Director
David Hodd, Land Stewardship Manager
Rich LaPaix, Conservation Biologist
Allan MacDonald, Philanthropy Manager
Ryan MacLean, Volunteer Coordinator
Christina Nunn, Office Coordinator
Joanna Skomorowski, Stewardship Assistant
Bonnie Sutherland, Executive Director
Nick Wilkinson, Database Coordinator

$272,150
Land stewardship

$363,700
Education 

and outreach

$415,700
Administration & 

fundraising

$1,219,000
Donated lands/

easements

$136,400
Fundraising 

activities

$93,900
Investment 

income

$4,296,500
Donations and 

grants

$18,000
Investment in 

endowment

$16,600
Investment in 
capital assets

$4,651,250
Conservation 

land securement

WHO WE ARE

Expenses

Income

Total: $5,745,800

Total: $5,737,400


