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BACKGROUND

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust

The Nature Trust is Nova Scotia’s leading private land conservation organization, active in
protecting our natural legacy since 1994

The organization protects ecologically significant natural areas through private land conservation,
offering a unique solution for a significant conservation challenge. Unlike most of Canada, over
65% of Nova Scotia is privately owned, not government land. Land Trusts provide landowners with
a non-government community based option for protecting their land

Private lands include many of most ecologically important areas, yet face unprecedented
development pressures.

Through permanent conservation easement agreements, we help families to protect, forever,
their treasured and ecologically important family lands. We also accept land donations and
bequests of land, and in exceptional cases, we purchase outstanding and threatened natural
areas.

All conservation lands entrusted to our care become part of the land legacy that we safeguard for
all Nova Scotians. Our commitment is to protect those lands, forever through ongoing monitoring,
stewardship and management.

An active program of volunteer “property guardians” help to care for this growing network of
protected areas

Our innovative, community-based educational initiatives are helping to build understanding and
appreciation for the natural world. We give Nova Scotians the knowledge and tools they need to
take an active part in protecting the places they love and ensuring that the legacy is passed on to
future generations.

The Nature Trust is an active partner and collaborator in conservation with all levels of
government, with other non-profits and local communities

Over the last 25 years, the Nature Trust has successfully and permanently protected over 11,000
acres of significant natural areas, including over 100 conservation properties across Nova Scotia.



