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OUR MANDATE

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust works 
to protect Nova Scotia’s outstanding 
natural legacy through private land 
conservation.

Message from our 

executive director

of Nova Scotia’s most 
special wild places 
protected, forever

acres saved in 2017/18: 
11,000 acres total 

protected in Nova Scotia

of the 100 Wild Islands 
archipelago protected— 
a 7000 acre coastal 
wilderness, stretching 
30km along the coast

Homes for 
endangered species 
protected

18
95 346

85%

Protecting the wild is a mission that continues 
to grow in urgency and significance. The 
incredible places you help us to save, and the 
stories of good news for nature that you make 
possible, provide a welcome refuge in a world 
of growing turmoil and environmental crisis. 
Together, we are making a tangible and lasting 
difference for nature, and for people too.

New protected areas bring our conservation 
network to almost 100 conservation sites, 
and over 11,000 acres of Nova Scotia’s most 
significant and irreplaceable natural areas. As we 
move towards a quarter century of saving land, 
many more exciting opportunities lie just ahead. 
Yet how do we win the race against biodiversity 
loss, while ensuring that our growing legacy of 
conservation lands is truly protected, forever? 

How do we ensure that the Nature Trust will still 
be here in 100 years, to fulfil our stewardship 
promise? These are the challenges addressed 
by our ambitious strategic plan, “Forever Wild.”

Thanks to your support, we’ve begun moving 
this plan forward.  We have advanced strategic 
conservation planning in 2017, identifying the 
most critical and strategic opportunities for land 
conservation. We’ve created new conservation 
partnerships and explored new approaches 
to caring for, and managing our growing 
network of conservation lands and increasingly 
complex land stewardship challenges.  

We are spending time with our inspiring 
supporters, exploring how to better connect their 
passion and philanthropic interests with powerful 
opportunities for conservation impact.  And we 
are investigating creative new revenue streams, 
from legacy gifts to business partnerships, and 
recruiting energetic leaders and volunteers to help 
build reliable, sustaining funding for the future.

It is your passion, dedication, generous support 
and adventurous spirit that propel us forward, that 
allow us to dream big, and to achieve even bigger! 
For that, we are truly grateful. 

Thank you.
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Impact of Your Support

Land Conservation proGram: 
savinG the WiLd

Through science-based conservation planning, 
in collaboration with government, academic 
and other conservation experts, we determine 
strategic conservation opportunities and priority 
landscapes, and habitats, then prioritize specific 
private land parcels to target for protection. We 
reach out to these landowners to build awareness 
of the land’s conservation significance and options 
for conservation, and to inspire conservation 
action. Technical support and guidance is provided 
to landowners keen to move forward. We then 
proceed with permanent, legal land protection 
including such necessary steps as ecological 
and boundary surveys, appraisals, legal work 
and stewardship planning. This is why even land 
donations come with significant costs. Stewardship 
endowment funds must also be raised to cover the 
costs of managing and protecting conservation 
lands, forever.  You make all of this possible.
 
Key Conservation Achievements in 2017/18

•	 Saved six new Conservation Lands that include:

 » More critical habitat for migratory shorebirds,  
seabirds and forest birds 

 » 285 acres of freshwater habitat critical for  
endangered species

 » Rare and imperilled coastal and old  forest  
habitats

•	 Protected over 11,000 acres of land and nearly 
100 conservation sites to date. Over 85% of 
the 100 Wild Islands archipelago is protected, 
forever

•	 Advanced conservation work on new sites to 
be secured in 2018/19 (including Cape Breton 
and Cobequid Highlands, Bras d’Or, St. Mary’s, 
Barren Meadow and Halifax)

•	 Planned a new Urban Wildlands Program to 
protect greenspace, to provide opportunities 
to explore nature close to metropolitan 

neighbourhoods and to build our stewardship 
and volunteer capacity

•	 Created an online interactive map for our 
32 sites protecting endangered species

•	 Completed Nova Scotia’s first prioritization for 
shorebird and seabird habitat (using Dalhousie 
research, Geographic Information Systems 
modelling and expert review) creating an 
exciting tool to guide future bird conservation

•	 Conducted targeted landowner outreach with 
owners of critical habitat for endangered plants 
and animals and key conservation sites on 
the St. Mary’s River, 100 Wild Islands, Mabou 
Highlands, Hog Lake, Herbert River and the 
Purcells Cove Backlands. From these seeds 
grow our land conservation successes

•	 Completed conservation analyses for hundreds 
of land donation/sale inquiries

•	 Birds Eye View volunteers completed 47 
bird lists for 27 sites, helping to prioritize 
new lands for protection and to guide land 
management decisions

•	 Participated on scientific recovery teams for 
nationally endangered species, collaborating on 
species recovery and stewardship

•	 Participated in consultations on national and 
provincial conservation policies, legislation 
and programs

•	 Collaborated with diverse partners in the 
Kespukwitk Conservation Collaborative 
(Southwest Nova Scotia)--conservation 
planning, stewardship and exploring/integrating 
Indigenous conservation perspectives 

•	 Created a best practice guide for conservation 
easements in Atlantic Canada, with colleagues 
in NB and PEI
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Gerard Island, 100 Wild Islands

Least S
andpiper, Port Joli

Blanding’s Turtle, Barren Meadow

OUR CONsERvATiON 
CAMpAigNs 

Saving Endangered Species
Conserving Critical Habitat for Birds

Protecting our Freshwater Legacy
Saving Our Last Great Forests

Preserving our Coastal Treasures
100 Wild Islands 
St. Mary’s River 
Urban Wildlands

 Conservation Achievements  
You’ve made possibLe

barren meadoW turtLe 
sanCtuarY
Generously donated by Gail Freeman
This new 112 acre property supports 
riverside fens, brooks, meadows and rocky 
outcrops vital for endangered Blanding’s 
turtles' foraging, nesting and over-wintering.  
The site adds to the growing assemblage 
of contiguous habitat at Barren Meadow, 
now encompassing over 4500 acres of 
Nature Trust lands and government-
owned land proposed as Nature Reserve. 
The turtle sanctuary provides hope for 
the future of these imperilled turtles, 
with interconnected freshwater and 
forest habitats, safe from the threats of 
roads, cars and cottage development.

port JoLi Conservation Lands

Generously donated by the Nova Scotia Bird 
Society
With many bird populations in alarming 
global decline, these new south shore 
conservation lands are great news for birds 
and bird conservation. The site adds to a 
growing network of protected areas around 
Port Joli Harbour, a globally recognized 
Important Bird Area. The property’s 
estuary, tidally influenced lagoon and 
tidal flats provide ideal feeding grounds 
for migratory birds travelling the “Atlantic 
Flyway.” Thousands of American Black 
Ducks and Green-winged Teal, shorebirds 
and songbirds depend on this area to refuel 
during their incredible migratory journeys. 
Endangered Piping Plovers nest on nearby 
beaches and a diversity of diving ducks and 
4000 to 5000 Canada Geese overwinter in 
the warm estuaries and protected inlets. 
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Gerard isLand

Gerard Island, the largest island in the 100 
Wild Islands, is ecologically rich and diverse, 
encompassing vast undisturbed coastal forests, 
bogs, barrens, cobble beaches, wetlands, eelgrass 
meadows and saltmarsh flats. The adjacent rock-
strewn bay, “the Bawleen”, provides a refuge for terns 
and eiders, endangered Harlequin Ducks and many 
curious seals. New conservation lands acquired on 
the island bring over 85% of the island, and 85% of 
the entire 100 Wild Islands, into protected status.
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Forest on Marble Mountain, Lime Hill

Mitchells Pool, St. M
ary's River

mitCheLLs pooL Conservation Lands

Generously donated by David & Faye Sobey
Just north of Sherbrooke, this legacy gift protects 
30 acres of beautiful floodplain forest, a rare 
ecosystem that is highly important for watershed 
health. Its large oaks, maples, and birch provide 
shade and control runoff, keeping the river cool, 
clear and deep which is essential for the river’s 
aquatic life. The intact riparian forests, stillwaters, 
brooks, swamps and islands are home to a 
diversity of wildlife, from ducks and endangered 
forest birds to amphibians and reptiles, including 
endangered Wood Turtles. Our 9th conservation 
site on the St. Mary’s, Mitchells Pool brings the 
total protected river corridor to 800 acres.

The property is in 
good hands with the 
Nature Trust. They are 
committed to looking 
after it, forever. 

David Sobey, land donor and 
supporter (with son Paul)

 
Lime hiLL Conservation Lands 

Generously donated by Alastair Saunders & Chris 
Corston
Advancing our conservation focus on unique 
forests, and large, interconnected wilderness 
areas, the new Lime Hill Conservation Lands 
extend from the shoreline of Bras d’Or Lake, 
up Marble Mountain to the proposed North 
Mountain Wilderness Area. This property 
encompasses 100 acres of old growth forests, 
brooks and marshes, providing an important 
ecological corridor connecting the lake to 
the inland mountain wilderness. These new 
conservation lands and MacRaes Island 
are part of the internationally recognized 
Bras d’Or UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

maCraes isLand 
Conservation Lands

Generously donated by Alastair Saunders & Chris 
Corston
Located in one of the world’s largest 
inland seas, MacRaes Island comprises 
80 acres of beautiful forest and wetlands, 
ringed with pebble beaches. One of the 
few islands in the Bras d’Or Lake, the site 
protects significant habitats for a diversity 
of birds and other wildlife. The island and 
nearby Lime Hill Conservation lands add to 
a growing network of lands in the Bras d’Or 
watershed protected by the Nature Trust, the 
Province and other conservation partners.

M

acRaes Island, Bras d'Or Lakes

Photo credits (clockwise from Turtle-Brennan Caverhill, NS 
Nature Trust, Scott Munn, Scott Leslie, Simon d'Entremont)



Our conservation lands network 
has grown significantly, 
especially in the last few years. 
These lands face increasing 
threats from climate change, 
habitat destruction and 
recreational demands. So 
now, more than ever, we need 
volunteers to help monitor and 
steward these special places.

Ross Firth  
Director of Conservation

steWardship: CarinG for 
the Lands We proteCt 

 
When land is entrusted to our 
care, we commit to protecting 
it, forever. You help us to 
meet this promise by 
maintaining an active land 
stewardship program, 
including conservation 

and management planning, 
field research, property 

monitoring, enforcement of 
conservation restrictions, and 

habitat stewardship and restoration. 
Ongoing community outreach helps 
to reduce threats and to identify 
potential conservation allies.

We rely on the expertise and 
volunteer energy of many 
conservation friends, including 
scientists, conservation partners, 
neighbouring landowners and 
volunteers, in particular our 
incredible volunteer “Property 
Guardians” who act as our eyes 
and ears on the ground and 
ambassadors in the community.

Exponential growth of our 
conservation lands over the past 24 
years is great news for biodiversity 
conservation!  But with success 
comes increasing land stewardship 
challenges.   We’ve begun planning 
an exciting new stewardship 

program for effectively managing 
the growing network of land 

entrusted to our care, and 
the increasingly complex 

management challenges 
we face—both now and 
well into the future. 
Your support makes 
all this possible.

Thanks to Your Support
M

ab
ou H

ighlands Site Monitoring

Key Achievements in 2017/18:

•	 Carried out monitoring and 
on-the-ground stewardship for 
our growing conservation lands 
network (nearly 100 sites!)

•	 Completed site assessments, 
baseline studies and 
management plans for our new 
conservation lands

•	 Recruited, trained and 
coordinated 70 Property 
Guardians who are actively 
helping to care for 62 
conservation lands

•	 Began reviewing best practices 
in land stewardship and 
management to scale-up our 
capacity, technology, expertise 
and resources to meet growing 
stewardship demands

•	 Initiated planning for a major 
Property Guardian recruitment 
drive 

•	 Initiated a joint management 
strategy with the Province 
to guide conservation and 
stewardship of the vast and 
complex 100 Wild Islands 

•	 Began exploring options to 
improve and expand the trail 
network at Purcells Cove and in 
the 100 Wild Islands

•	 Participated in the Wild 
Islands Tourism Advancement 
Partnership, guiding 
environmentally-sensitive and 
sustainable research, education, 
recreation and ecotourism for the 
eastern shore

Beach Cleanup at Hemeons Head
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We were greeted by a 
magnificent sunset and 
breathtaking view.  As the 
evening light faded, we headed 
into the forest for some owl 
scouting and star gazing and 
were not disappointed. It was 
a delightful and informative 
experience of exploration and 
discovery that I hope to repeat 
next winter.

Susan Foshay, snowshoe hike 
participant, Expedition for the Earth 
team member and supporter

staY in touCh!
Join our e-list today!

 nsnt.ca 

Follow us for the latest news:

•	 Created a management plan for 
Hemeons Head, incorporating 
community outreach, open 
houses, and a special project 
with Acadia Environmental 
and Sustainability Studies' 
students.  Initiated experimental 
habitat restoration to remove an 
invasive plant species

•	 Launched a new project with 
Acadia and the Town of Wolfville 
reviewing management 
approaches to the Wolfville 
Watershed Nature Preserve

eduCation & outreaCh 
 
Our unique educational 
experiences help to build 
awareness of land conservation 
issues and opportunities, 
to increase support for land 
conservation, and to reduce 
threats to wild spaces and species. 

The educational efforts you 
support also provide Nova 
Scotians, young and old, with 
the opportunity to experience, 
explore and learn about nature 
right in nature's classroom. Our 
education program provides 
citizens with the knowledge, 
skills and training they need to 
take an active role in saving and 
stewarding the places they love.

 
ConneCtinG With 
nature event series 
 
Our popular “Connecting with 
Nature” series provides exciting 
opportunities for Nova Scotians 
to experience some of the best 
wild spaces in the province, 
while learning first-hand about 
nature and our work protecting 
natural areas.  This year, through 
your generosity, we hosted a 
well-attended series of guided 
hikes, paddling excursions 
and boat tours.  We also held 
community events celebrating 
new protected areas in Pleasant 
River and on the St. Mary’s River.

estimated reach of 
media stories

reached through 
social media posts

media stories 
(tv, radio, newspaper & online)

educational events and guided excursions 
exploring and celebrating our conservation 

lands, and helping over 850 Nova
Scotians learn about nature and 
nature conservation.

56

21 Open Houses (100 
Wild Islands, 
Hemeons Head and 
the Nature Trust’s 
own new building)

4

3.1 million 180,00 0 +

7
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Our Supporters
our conservation achievements are only 
possible because of the dedicated support and 
generosity of our donors, advisors, land donors, 
conservation partners and volunteers. thank 
you! You are creating a tangible and lasting 
legacy, keeping nova scotia forever wild!

 
pLanned Gift
David & Seely Alder
Doris Arnold
Anne Bastedo  
  & Richard Lane
Bruce Blakemore 
  & Hugh Jones
John Brazner & Meg Raven
Ron & Carol Buckley
William Burke  
  & Catherine Oliver
Christopher & Gillian Childs
The late Curtis Chipman
Ed & Linda Chirico
Marion Clarke
The late Eric & Frances   
  Cleveland
Byron Corner & Patricia    
  Robertson-Corner
Carl Crawley
The late Harry Cross
Denny Emory
James & Cora Fanning
Henry W. Fuller
Sharon Glynn 
Alain Godbout 
  & Carolyn Humphreys
David Gunn
Sue Hayden
Earl Heller 
Marguerite Hubbard   
  Charitable Remainder Trust 

Klaus Jensen
The late John Kinley
John Lindsay
John & Susan Lowry
Jean E. Marsh
Clinton Muise
Rochelle Owen
Terrence Paris 
The late Sifford Pearre
The late Drake Petersen
Darlene Ricker 
  & George Chisholm
Allan Rodger
Jason Roth & Cheryl     
  Steadman-Roth
The late Nancy Scobbie
Helen & Chris Seymour
Darlene & the late Jack Stone
Deborah Stover 
David & Patricia Watson
Bruce & Maxine Wells
The late Janina Sarian  
  Wesenhagen
Ann Wetmore
Jeanne Wilson 
Anonymous donors

Land donors
John & Janet Abriel
F. Towne & the late  
  Tucke (Tara) Allen
Murray, Jamie  
  & Reid Anderson
Dale Archibald
Ron Archibald
The late Heyworth Backus
Farley Blackman
Bruce Blakemore 
  & Hugh Jones
John R. Bockstoce
John Bottger
The late Shirley 
  & Sandy Cameron
Bert & Winnifred Campbell
The late Mildred Clem
The late Eric  
  & Frances Cleveland
Harris Connor
W. Hardy & Barbara    
  Eshbaugh
Chris, Kenneth, Nick,       
  Nigel, Peter, Rob and   
  the late Roger Field
Gerald B. and Mary  
  E. Freeman
Peter Freeman
Marjorie G. Freeman
Paul Gauthier
Roger Gerard
Suzanne Gutting 
  & the late John Gutting
The late Rudy Haase
Gail & the late Jack Herbin
Mary E. Hunter
Oran Hyson
The late Walter 
  & Elizabeth Kauzmann
Charlotte Keen
Bob & Lee Ann Kinzer
Randall & Brenda Knox
The late Jeanne Lange
Fred Lawrence
Merloyd Lawrence 
Stewart & the late     
  Mary Lindsay
The late Dan Livingstone
Maynard MacAskill
 

Rosaleen McDonald
Kent McNew
David & Gertrude Miller
Claire Mowat 
  & the late Farley Mowat
Agnes, Corinne, Murray 
  & Paul Napier  
  & Ben MacIntosh
The late Desmond   
  & Janet Piers
Sylvia & George Plater
Barbara Rand
Kabir, Munju, Sally 
  & Ravi Ravindra
The late Thomas Rossiter
Alastair Saunders 
  & Christine Corston
David & Faye Sobey
Dusan Soudek
The late Robert Stead
Brad & Anne Stephens
Britton Stephens
Patrick Stewart
Sharon Taylor
The late John Forbes  
  Thompson
Carolyn, Jessica, Roger,       
  Rory, Sharon & the late   
  Robert & Marylou Treat
Irene, James, Roger 
  & Vivian Walworth, David   
  & the late Cornelia Learnard
Stanley & Gail Watkins
Ned & Bill Zimmerman  
  & Susan Hauer
Margo Zwicker
Acadia Broadcasting Ltd.
Acadia University
Dalhousie University
Friends of Nature    
  Conservation Society
Kimberly-Clark
Mowat Environmental  
  Institute
Nova Scotia Bird Society
Town of Wolfville 
Anonymous donors

LeGaCY CirCLe 
Our legacy circle members have 
generously given a gift of land, 
conservation easement or other 
planned gift (such as naming us 
as the beneficiary of a bequest, 
life insurance policy or RRSP)
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Anne Campbell and John Lindsay were 
our first Guardians of the Land, and not 
only that, they came up with the concept 
themselves. During our landmark 100 Wild 
Islands Legacy Campaign, Anne and John 
decided to give the gift of unrestricted and 
multi-year funding to the Nature Trust, 
rather than donating a gift restricted to 
the Islands. 

They knew that support is more easily 
raised for a specific project (especially saving 
land), and felt it was vital instead 
to provide funding to sustain the 
organization--funding that was flexible, 
and could be used more strategically. 
We quickly adopted the idea, and thanks 
to their leadership, we now have more than 
25 Guardians of the Land, and counting. 
Such unrestricted, ongoing funding provides 
certainty and the ability to plan ahead and to 
be more strategic in our work.

monthLY 
donors
Christina & William  
  Andrecyk
Andrea Arbic
Doris Arnold
Jordan Audas
Michael Basford
Karen Beazley
Richard & Grace  
  Beazley
Paul & Mary Bottomley
Timothy Boudreau  
  & Michelle Phillips
Dennis Braun
Tim Brooks
Vivien Broomfield
Robert Cameron   
  & Julie Towers
Anne Campbell  
  & John Lindsay
A. Jean Carr
Daphne & Wilf Carter
Ruth Chandler
Hugh & Tania    
  Chipman
John Crace & Pamela  
  Scott-Crace
James Crawford
Elizabeth Crocker
Nil d'Entremont
Megan & Kevin  
  Deveaux
Richard Donat
Peter Drummond
Rex & Heather Dunn
Dan Earle & Sue 
  Hutchins
Karen Elfendahl-Taetz
Derek Fenton  
  & Allison Denning
Gloria M. Fletcher
Beth Furey
Brodie Gallinger

Carol & Charlie Gass
Dawn & Brad George
Lorna Gillis
Alain Godbout  
  & Carolyn Humphreys
Ellen Gordon
Helga Guderley  
  & John H.   
  Himmelman
Richard Hamilton
Anthony Harding
Jillian Harris
Sue Hayden
Christophe Herbinger
Nancy & Paul Hill
Bob & Dessie Howard
Andrew & Robin Hurst
Lisa Isaacman
Marty & Susanna  
  Janowitz
Margaret Jennings
Patrick Kelly
Hugh & Sheila Kindred
Arthur & Elizabeth  
  Knowlton
Susan Kulik
Sam Lamey 
  & Mary MacInnis
Robin Levy
Steven Lewis
K. Eleanor Lindsay
Rosmarie Lohnes
Helen Louisy
Mary Macaulay
Troy MacDonald
Margaret MacDonald
Ron MacKay  
  & Jenny de Zoete
Lori MacPherson
Maria McGowan
Holly Melanson
Eric & Anne Mills
Karen Mitchell
Suzanne Morton

Sandra & Terry Murphy
Mary Kate Needler
Gary & Janet Ness
John Newbery
Mathew & Kate  
  Newton
Rochelle Owen  
  & Jane Allen
Anne & Michael  
  Patrick
Ian Pineau  
  & Diana Komejan
Carol Putnam
Glenda Redden
Weldon  
  & Beverly Reid
Kurt Sampson
A. C. Bryan Savege
Diana Shelley
Elizabeth Sircom
Kate Sircom
Dale & Lynne Smith
Dusan Soudek
Cindy Staicer    
  & Alan Pinder
Jason & Heather    
  Stayko
David Stevenson    
  & Judy Manchester
Tim Surette
Sutherland-  
  Cassidy Family
Lester Swansburg
Cristine Thompson
Keith Thompson
Mark Tipperman
Gerald & Anne  
  Tokaruk
Donna Tufaro
The late Gertrud  
  Waseem
Jim Wolford  
  & Patricia Hawes

Guardians of the 
Land 
Anne Campbell & John Lindsay
Fred & Nancy Chipman
Byron Corner & Patricia   
  Robertson-Corner
Chris & Hiya Field
Henry W. Fuller
Helga Guderley
John H. Himmelman

 
Verna J. Higgins
Klaus & Joan Jensen
Bob & Wendy McDonald
Susan Sherwin &   
  Richmond Campbell
Rick & Janet Whitman
Gregor Wilson & Erica van Vulpen
Paul & Susan Scott
Anonymous donors



10

Our Supporters

maJor individuaL 
supporters
Doris Arnold
Richard & Grace Beazley
Nathan Brett & Anne Gillies
Michael & Marcella  
  Bungay Stanier
Debra Burleson
Yvon & Malinda Chouinard
Henry & Elizabeth Cooper
Charles C. Cron
Corinne & Jack Duffy
James & Cora Fanning
Anthony Fares
Susan MacAlpine Foshay
Fred & Elizabeth Fountain
George & Patricia Fraser
Dale Godsoe
Steven Goldthwaite
Bill & Kathy Greenwood
David Gunn
Bill & Sue Hay
Dave M. Hebb & Pam Auld
Cynthia Henry
Jeannette Janssen  
  & Nauzer Kalyaniwalla
Paul & Barbara Kent
Nathan & Denise Kroll
Anne Lambert & Tom Welch
Joan Langille
Jim Lawley
Stewart Lindsay
Margaret MacDonald
Troy MacDonald
Valerie MacDonald  
  & Jim Spatz
Chris & Karen MacDougall
Marie MacInnes
Keith MacIntyre
Lou & Kathryn Maroun

Julie & Jeff Marshall
Pamela Matthews
Ella M. McQuinn  
  & Lorne Vaasjo
Rob & Jane Merchant 
Catherine A. Milne
Tobias Slade Norwood
Claire Nowlan & Todd Calder
Rochelle Owen & Jane Allen
Alan Parish & Sandra Sackett
Edith Patterson
Anja Pearre
Jennifer Power    
  & Eric Flanders
Grant & Phyllis Putnam
Judy Robertson
Nancy K. Romsa
Jason Roth & Cheryl  
  Steadman-Roth
Paul & Susan Scott
Rene & Edward Scrutton
Janet & Lorne Simpson
Graham & Susan Smith
Dale & Lynne Smith
Whipple Smith 
  & Jim Kanellakos
Cindy Staicer & Alan Pinder
Glenn Stewardson
Darlene Stone
Robert A. Street
Eric Thomson
Bruce Towler & Judy Steele
Nancy Wainman
Bruce & Maxine Wells
Bob D. Williams   
  & Glenda MacKinnon
David K. Wilson
Margot Young
Anonymous donors

maJor 
orGanizationaL 
supporters
Bay of Fundy Sea   
  Kayak Symposium
Bend Beauty Inc.
Bonnell Cove Foundation
Boyneclarke LLP
Cantwell & Company
CIBC Wood Gundy
Clayton Orthodontics Inc.
Clearwater Seafoods  
  Limited Partnership
Collins Barrow
Davis Conservation    
  Foundation
Department of Natural  
  Resources
Destination Eastern   
  and Northumberland  
  Shores Association
East Coast Credit Union
Efficiency Nova Scotia
Enterprise Rent a Car  
  Canada Foundation
Environment and Climate 
Change Canada:
 s Atlantic Region
     s EcoAction
     s Environmental  
            Damages Fund
 s Habitat Stewardship    
            Program 
ExxonMobil
F.C. O’Neill, Scriven  
  & Assoc’s Ltd
George F. Wade Foundation
Grant Thornton
Halifax Regional Municipality

Labatt Breweries of Canada
Maritimes & Northeast 
  Pipeline
McInnes Cooper
Michelin
Mountain Equipment Co-op
Municipal Group  
  of Companies
Nature’s Way of Canada Ltd
Nova Scotia Community 
  Services
Nova Scotia Crown Share  
  Land Legacy Trust
Nova Scotia Environment
Nova Scotia Habitat    
  Conservation Fund
O’Regan’s Automotive Group
Patagonia Halifax
Pinchin LeBlanc   
  Environmental Ltd.
Pratt & Whitney Canada
R. Howard Webster  
  Foundation
RBC Foundation
RBC Royal Bank
Stantec
Stewart McKelvey
TD Bank Group
Tirecraft
Whynot Adventure
Wilson Fuel Co. Ltd.
Windansea Whaleboat  
  Sailing Tours
Yvon Chouinard Fund  
  of Tides Foundation
Anonymous donors

Thank you to all our other supporters, too numerous to list here. 
Every donation makes a difference and even the smallest gift helps to 

build the solid foundation that makes all our work possible!
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maJor "in Kind" donations
Allen Print 
Amos Wood
Atlantic Canada Conservation Data Centre
Boyneclarke LLP
Dexter Construction Company Limited and RE Group  
  (part of the Municipal Group of Companies)
Equilibrium Engineering
ESRI Canada
Gordon Ratcliffe Landscape Architects
Rich La Paix 
Service Nova Scotia
Shaw Brick
Solterre Design
Thermohomes
Trim Landscaping
Vollick McKee Petersmann and Associates

donations made 
in memorY of:
Lottie Austin
Thomas S. Balcom
Josephine Hilda Bower
Simon Coffey
Ethel Connor
John Copp
Ron Creelman
Alice & Jim Curtis
Michel Dechauffour
Barry Doyle
Robert Alan Forbes
Bill Freedman
Jen Fried
Stephen Fudge
Burris Gerrard 
Keith Graham
Rudy Haase
Hilary Harlan Janowitz

Frederick Melvin Jones
Ruth Josey
Daniel Archibald Livingstone
Tony Lugar
Barbara MacPherson
Andrew McClure
Ann Melrose
Antonia Oberle
Dennis Pearson
Laurie Rhydwen
Billy Smith
Janet Stapleton
Jim & Doris Sutherland
Sloane Sutherland
Clyde Fulton Teasdale
Ritchie Wheeler
Keith Grant Wilson
Susan Wood
Harold Wood
Ted Young

a naturaL Leader 

For the past 12 years, Nature’s Way of Canada 
(formerly Ascenta Health), has been a valued 
partner through the 1% for the Planet 
program, contributing nearly $280,000 to 
our conservation efforts. Through this global 
program, founded in 2002 by Nature Trust 
supporter Yvon Chouinard (founder of 
Patagonia), participating companies donate 

 
 
1% of sales annually to protect the planet. 
Nature’s Way, headquartered in Dartmouth, is 
committed to “striving to provide health and 
healing through the power of nature” and is 
achieving this in more ways than one thanks 
to their generous support of our work.

voLunteers

Hundreds of volunteers make the success of 
the Nature Trust possible, helping out in diverse 
ways from undertaking field work and running 
special events to providing expert advice 
and guidance, participating on committees, 
taking photographs and videos, writing articles 
as well as countless tasks in the office.

We are grateful for all of you who dedicate 
your time, talent and energy to advancing 
conservation in Nova Scotia!

To join our volunteer team today, visit: nsnt.ca.  

Stay tuned for exciting plans to expand our 
volunteer program.

When we first saw Nova Scotia, we knew this 
beautiful province would be our new home in 
Canada. Volunteering with the Nature Trust lets 
me play a small part in preserving the wild places 
that make this province so magnificent - and it 
doesn’t hurt that the team I get to work with are 
such awesome and welcoming people.

 
Andy Robinson, volunteer



12

20%
LAND STEWARDSHIP

16%
ADMINISTRATION, 

FUNDRAISING  
AND COMMUNICATIONS 

10%
EDUCATION

AND OUTREACH

4%
INVESTMENT IN
ENDOWMENTS

1%
INVESTMENT

IN CAPITAL ASSETS

49%
CONSERVATION

LANDS SECUREMENT 

TOTAL
$2,191 00,

the nature trust is operated by a skilled professional staff under the 
guidance of a volunteer board of directors.
board members 
(2017/2018)
Rick Emberley (Chair)
Gregor Wilson (Vice Chair)
Byron Corner (Treasurer)
Keith MacIntyre (Secretary)
Hari Balasubramanian
Sherman Boates
Henry W. Fuller
Troy MacDonald
Ken MacLean
Rochelle Owen

Paul Scott
Dale Smith
Judy Robertson
Whipple Smith
Margaret MacDonald (retired)

Ambassador: George Sutherland
Honorary Director: Alice Reed

Financials

In 2017/18, we invested $1.7 million in our 
charitable programs (land conservation, 
stewardship, education and engagement). We 
maintained a healthy balance sheet, with no long-
term debt, $13 million in conservation lands and 
$4.4 million in endowment funds – a testament to 
our commitment to organizational sustainability 
and meeting our long-term land stewardship 
commitments. Our financial statements are 
audited annually by an external auditor. 

Investments are managed by investment 
professionals Connor, Clark and Lunn, 
overseen by our Investment Committee, and 
subject to our updated investment policy.

staff  
(2017/18)
Bonnie Sutherland (Executive Director)
Ross Firth (Director of Conservation)
Barbara Haley (Philanthropy Director)
Nicole Arsenault (Outreach & Communications Manager)
Peter Green (Conservation Manager)
Karen McKendry (Conservation Coordinator)
Christina Nunn (Office and Volunteer Coordinator)
Rebecca Parker (Stewardship Assistant)
John Paterson (Land Stewardship Coordinator)
Maggie Sutherland (Communications Coordinator)
Nick Wilkinson (Database Coordinator)

nature’s house 
Acquiring our own building reduced operating costs 
significantly, advancing long-term sustainability 
goals. Plans to convert the 100-year-old property 
to “Nature’s House” will bring our nature 
conservation mission into the city, enhancing native 
biodiversity, water and energy conservation.

 
iNvEsT iN NATURE

Another incredible year of conservation gains lies ahead, with exciting new land campaigns, innovations 
in land stewardship, a province-wide volunteer drive and new philanthropic opportunities. 

Your support makes all the difference. Please give generously to keep Nova Scotia wild, forever.
donate today. 

nsnt.ca or 902-425-5263

Expenses

Revenue

*Includes investments in endowments and capital assets

Printed on recycled paper with soy based inks. Chlorine free bleaching.

*


