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Trudeau announces non-profit group bought land to save it /4, 5
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“PERFECT LITTLE POCKET”: Environmentalist Justin Trudeau paddles in Shelter Cove, near Tangier, on Friday. Last night the eldest son of the late prime minis-
ter Pierre Trudeau announced the Nova Scotia Nature Trust had completed its campaign to buy the secluded property, in an effort to preserve its wilderness.
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‘Classic East Coast beauty’

Trudeau hikes to Eastern Shore cove, announces Nature Trust’s purchase

SHELTER COVE
By Brian Flinn — The Daily News

The fog has burned off. The afternoon sun
reflects on a thousand facets in Popes
Harbour, and warms the sand on a crescent
beach where Justin Trudeau's kayak pulls
ashore.

Trudeau has come to Shelter Cove to see
what's been billed as one of Nova Scotia’s last
pristine coastal headlands. He found the kind
of wilderness that's supposed to be central to
the Canadian experience,

“This is what grounds me, what balances
me, what reminds me and keeps me sane
when I'm living in the city,” he says.

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust invited
Trudeau to Halifax to speak at its annual
fundraising dinner last night. The non-profit
group wanted the eldest son of the late prime
minister Pierre Trudeau to talk about the im-
portance of preserving land, and also to make
an important announcement: the Nature
Trust has completed its campaign to buy
Shelter Cove.

Trudeau agreed, on condition he got to vis-
it the place first.

He spent three hours Friday in this isolat-
ed paradise, just a couple of hours from
downtown Halifax.

“What I'm seeing today is a perfect little
pocket of classic East Coast beauty,” Trudeau
said. “Forests and bays and beaches — and
it’s all together in one place.”

The Shelter Cove campaign is the Nature
Trust’s highest-profile land acquisition.

A list of corporate sponsors and private
donors contributed $640,000 in cash, products
and services to buy the property and ensure it
is permanently protected from development.

Shelter Cove is the name the Nature
Trust has given to the southern half of
Mink Island, an Eastern Shore headland
that separates Tangier Harbour from Popes
Harbour.

The snug cove that gives the property its
name is just one of the important features
here. The most striking are two back-to-back
sandy beaches. Beyond them is a small
patch of forest crowning a rocky point.

Biologist Duncan Bayne, who is the Na-
ture Trust’s land securement coordinator,
said Shelter Cove is a unique collection of
habitats jammed into 59 hectares (145 acres).

Freshwater and saltwater bogs, cobble and
sandy beaches, rock outcroppings and old-
growth forest share one small island and bring
a huge number of species into one place.

“A lot of headlands would just be forest,”
Bayne said. “This is just such a huge diversi-
ty of habitat.”

People lived here a century ago. Scott Cun-
ningham of Coastal Adventures, an outfitter
in nearby Tangier, said a hill north of the
beaches used to be cleared. The foundation of
an old house is there, among the trees.

People never stopped visiting. Most today
arrive by kayak or boat. The Nature Trust
welcomes visitors, but asks them to leave no
traces.

Trudeau said Shelter Cove’s inaccessibili-
ty no doubt saved it from development. It also
means that most people who go there respect
the land.

That kind of ethic is in decline since the
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WILDERNESS: Environmentalist Justin Trudeau praised Shelter Cove on Friday: “Forests

NOVA SCOTIA ATLAS

PROTECTED: Shelter Cove is the southern half

of Mink Island, an Eastern Shore headland that
separates Tangier Harbour from Popes Harbour.

advent of all-terrain vehicles, he said. People
can now travel almost anywhere in Canada
on off-road vehicles, without experiencing
much interaction with nature.

“That’s another reason this is so special:
you can’t get here on an ATV,” Trudeau said.

“The kind of mentality you get when you
can drive right up to some place tends to be
very different from if you have to paddle, or if
you have to hike in.”

Trudeau, 34, is a former teacher who is
now working on a master’s degree in envi-
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OCTOBER SWINM: ludiuTruduu stretches
after a dip in Shelter Cove on Friday.

ronmental geography at McGill University in
Montreal.

He said he’s learning that governments
alone can’t protect Canada.

“I was raised in the government environ-
ment, watching my father try to put parks
here, there and everywhere. I saw govern-
ment’s role in that way,” he said.

“Working with the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, I learned tha: some of the best places
are already privately owned, and there's a
need to protect some df those private places.”
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and bays and beaches — and it's all together in one place.”

NOVA SCOTIA NATURE TRUST

® FOUNDED: 1994

® MANDATE: To permanently protect private
lands of ecological significance.

@® LANDS PROTECTED: More than 1,100
hectares (2,700 acres).

@® PROPERTIES: 17 holdings and five ease-

ments. Easements allow private owners to
continue to hold and use land, while limiting
development in the future.

HONOURS: The Nature Trust was among the
groups and individuals honoured by Environ-
ment Minister Mark Parent last month for con-
tributing to the province's protected areas and
nature reserves. Parent said successful nature
conservation in Nova Scotia depends on part-
nerships with private land owners.

FUTURE PROJECTS: The Nature Trust is trying
to preserve the St. Marys River, near Sher-
brooke, Guysborough Co. The late Liberal
leader Sandy Cameron bequeathed two large
properties in the area when he died two years
ago.

Trudeau said that’s particularly true in
Nova Scotia, where 70 per cent of the land,
and 95 per cent of the coast, is in private
hands. People should begin thinking about
preserving places that are special to them, so
they will continue to be available for future
generations.

“We have to look at some places as bigger
than one person, or even one family. It
shouldn’t be forced on anyone, but it should
be something we develop as a society.”
bflinn@hfxnews.ca
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